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Seventeen international scientists, including Paul and Anne 
Ehrlich, published a paperi last month called “Underesti-
mating the Challenges of Avoiding a ‘Ghastly Future’”.  As 
the title suggests, they have summarised predictions of a 
ghastly future of mass extinction, declining health, and cli-
mate-disruption upheavals and resource conflicts this cen-
tury. They warn that future environmental conditions will 
be far more dangerous than currently believed. 

The main emphasis is on loss of biodiversity, caused by the 
growth in human numbers and their activities. Since the 
start of agriculture around 11,000 years ago, the biomass of 
terrestrial vegetation has been halved, with a correspond-
ing loss of more than 20 per cent of its original biodiversity. 
More than 70 per cent of the Earth’s land surface has been 
altered by Homo sapiens, with more than 700 documented 
vertebrate and about 600 plant species extinctions over 
the past 500 years. Population sizes of vertebrate species 
have declined by an average of 68 per cent over the last 
five decades, with some in extreme decline. Overall, per-
haps 1 million species are threatened with extinction in the 
near future out of an estimated 7–10 million species on the 
planet, with around 40 per cent of plants alone considered 
endangered. 

Why does this matter? The loss of any species matters, not 
just for its own sake but because of the interdependence of 
species. Take out too many and an ecosystem may collapse. 
In addition, with such a rapid, catastrophic loss of biodiver-
sity, the ecosystem services that plants and animals provide 
have also declined. These include reduced carbon seques-
tration, reduced pollination, soil degradation, poorer water 
and air quality, more frequent and intense flooding and 
fires, and compromised human health.  

The latest bookii by the great Canadian writer and thinker, 
Thomas Homer-Dixon, called Commanding Hope: The Power 
We Have to Renew a World in Peril reflects the ‘ghastly future’ 
paper in many respects. Homer-Dixon describes frighten-
ing pandemics, terrible inequality, racism and poverty, ris-
ing political authoritarianism, the inescapable climate crisis, 
and the resuscitated danger of nuclear war. 

So how do we deal with the relentless stresses that will 
shape humanity’s prospects in the coming decades? How 
do we stop and reverse the cascading failure of our natural 
systems, the crippling of our economies, and the deepening 
of our social divisions? 

Homer-Dixon argues that 
we must have hope, but 
not just any old hope. A 
reinvigorated idea of hope 
is what we need. But what 
does that really mean?

He writes: “We all need 
hope to thrive in our lives, 
and in today’s world, we 
need hope, imagination, 
and courage more than 
ever. But in the face of mul-
tiplying global threats, the 
ideas of hope that most 
people depend upon today 
are increasingly false, naïve, 
or passive. Some people 
put their faith in technological breakthroughs, others in 
authoritarian leadership, and still others in the idea that 
things usually turn out fine. But these are hopes that will 
harm not help us at this point.”

Hope must be honest about the critical problems around 
us, astute in its understanding of ours and others’ perspec-
tives on these issues, and powerful enough to galvanise all 
of us with the sense of agency we need to address then ef-
fectively. Hope is not passive – it is active. 

As an example, Homer-Dixon cites his own six-year-old son 
who was enraged after reading about 70 million sharks be-
ing caught each year for their fins alone, while the rest is 
thrown away. His little fists clenched, he said: “We have to 
do something” and duly engaged his entire Grade 1 class to 
write letters of protest to the Canadian Ministry of Fisher-
ies and the Food and Agricultural Organisation. Now there’s 
action for you. 

Active hope is the only thing that will stop us from sliding 
into passive depression about the manifold problems con-
fronting us. It gives us the energy to fight those problems 
– to turn the situation around.  JG
i  Bradshaw CJA et al. (2021) Underestimating the Challenges of Avoid-

ing a Ghastly Future. Front.Conserv.Sci. 1:615419. Doi:10.3389/
fcosc.2020.615419

ii  Homer-Dixon, T. (2020) “Commanding hope: The power we have to 
renew a world in peril”. Alfred & Knopf, Canada. 
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It took a world pandemic to derail 
the “big Australia” program.
The economists’ dogma is itching to 
restart it, says Sustainable Population 
Australia. And not the evidence or the 
electors. Sorry SPA - dogma wins.

In these pagesi, I guessed that Scott 
Morrison would “formally reintroduce” 
mass immigration by October. And 
that Anthony Albanese wouldn’t blink.

It isn’t rocket-science. More like, one 
plus one equals two. But what is their 

retro plan? What subterfuges surround it? Will it come to 
pass?

Where they hide the population plan
In any rich nation, the intentional population plan is vital in 
the economic plan. 

Australian Government camouflages its critical population 
targets as Treasury technical “parameters”. This predates 
Rudd-Gillard.

Appendix A in Budget Paper 3 quietly publishes the targets. 
Frankly, I’m surprised Treasurer Josh Frydenberg would let 
us read that much. 

Overwhelmed by COVID-19, this year’s Appendix plumps for 
net migration of minus 71,000 over 2020-21.

Only in World War I has Australia ever gone any lower. In 
my lifetime, the lowest figure has been 13,000 in 1975. Yes, 
under that Labor Government. 

But look at 2023-24. Net migration to rocket to 201,000, im-
plying population growth of 1.2%. Not huge by “Aussie” stan-
dards. It is still double the going rate of OECD nations. They 
aren’t imitating our model.

Why so high, so fast? Treasury pins their third-year “forecast” 
of 201,000 on the new “Centre for Population”. But that’s just 
a Treasury clone. Primed by Minister Alan Tudge* to pump 
population growth.

The Centre incorporates ‘information from detailed data on 
international arrivals and departures’. But that’s just a circular 
non-explanation. As if, upon opening the borders, it’s all we 
can do to monitor the turnstile traffic.

No, this isn’t your brainiac Treasury forecasting. Nor any 
responsible reading, of environmental and electoral toler-
ances.

That 201,000 is a political target. Straight from Prime Minis-
ter Scott Morrison. 

How the population plan got to here
The “big Australia” project emerged around 2005, under a 
Howard-Beazley “unity” ticket. Via the Treasury, it’s been 
passed down through six prime ministers, bypassing voters 
and elections.

Just last year, Morrison issued his ebullient population pro-

mo for the world’s ‘most successful immigration nation’. By 
golly, he would “cap” migration at 160,000 and “bust” con-
gestion too.

He meant permanent migration. The net target for 2020 was 
271,000. Even without COVID, that is a huge ask. Only once, 
under Rudd, had the actual net result ever gone higher. 

In March 2020, Morrison and the premiers cheerfully re-en-
dorsed their “vibrant” and “sustainable” big Australia. 

In May, Shadow Immigration Minister Kristina Keneally ven-
tured the negatives of mass immigration for local workers 
and wages. Both “left” and “right” showed her the racist card, 
as Albanese went for cover. By whatever means, Keneally 
has now been reunited with the approved Labor songbook.   

At the time, Morrison was candid with mainstream media. 
Sure, he’d return to 160,000-210,000 net migration, after the 
COVID crisis. 

His authority wasn’t the people. Or the Treasury. He cited 
demographer Peter McDonald. His most reliable big Austra-
lia booster.

How they collude on population growth
Let’s unpack the evasions surrounding that Liberal and La-
bor population stance.

They pretend the growth targets never happened. Scan the 
Treasurer’s speech, Budget overview and opposition reply. 
Only one mention of m-for-migration. No explanation of 
why it would go so high.

Their silence wants you to regard net migration of 200,000 
as normal and necessary. It was unknown before 2007. It’s 
much more than twice the long-term average. It would re-
turn Australia to an extraordinary immigration dependence 
compared with major OECD economies.

Illustrative of the elite mindset is Tudge with the ABC’s Fran 
Kelly. For them, the population slowdown is so wrong. Gosh, 
to suddenly “lose” a “million” people will “lower” living stan-
dards.

On the next program, Life Matters, ordinary callers offer ev-
eryday perspectives. Based on lived experience, they’re not 
crazy for an ever-increasing population. In the corridors of 
power, their consistent reservations in repeated surveys 
count for little.

The Budget overview says that once-in-a-century COVID 
curveball has “fundamentally reshaped” the economic out-
look. Wouldn’t it a tiny bit “reshape” the population outlook?

Not thus far. Instead, go-to academics and think-tanks dis-
pense the time-honoured big migration bromides. We an-
ticipate the new unity ticket. Same as the old unity ticket.

Why this policy inertia? It’s not just Labor being “correct” 
or the Coalition looking after developers. It’s also Treasury, 
dogmatic about population as a “growth” lever. To achieve 
their hallowed 3% real GDP growth in 2023-24, they want 
mass migration. 

Hence, in Morrison’s choices for post-COVID stimulus, the 

The Budget confirms Morrison wants to reboot mass migration
by Stephen Saunders 

Stephen Saunders
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population ponzi is still a winner. Equally doubtful are his 
other “winners” in energy and manufacturing.

With migration on hold, and locals quitting the cities, CO-
VID is a chance for Morrison and premiers to really catch up 
on infrastructure. It seems they prefer the fake congestion-
busting that inevitably attends inflated (1.5%) population 
growth.  

Again, the insinuation is, that an open “market liberal” econ-
omy can’t or shouldn’t manage its migration flows.

In recent history, Immigration has often delivered accurately 
on the annual targets for permanent migration. Despite the 
imponderables, they’ve also done surprisingly well, tailoring 
net migration to daunting Treasury targets. 

Then Morrison overreached. Then COVID sabotaged the 
whole shell game. Yet it’s slated to resume in 2023. 

Could mass immigration really resume?
Urban Australians, who are the great majority, have had 15 
years of pretend congestion-busting. Plus, all-too-real wages 
stagnation, and world-class housing unaffordability.

Surely, we wouldn’t revert to dizzy migration heights? Both 
lower and higher migration camps have contended, reviving 
mass migration won’t be too easy. Could it actually be, Big 
Australia is past its use-by date? 

More likely, the Government will re-raise immigration, fast 
and high. 

Morrison can expect support from Labor, Greens, Treasury, 
Reserve Bank, state premiers, developers and employers, 
academia and mainstream media. Who needs voters on-
side?

The partisan Treasury and Reserve Bank chiefs aren’t hold-
ing back. Already, the former extols the “dynamism” of “vi-
brant” mass migration. The latter demands ‘fast population 
growth’ for ‘growth in GDP’.

Economists’ dogma, again. Putting “the market” ahead of the 
voters.     

Come 2022, I doubt that migration levels will be framed 
as an election issue. The Liberals and Labor won’t give the 
populace a say on population. In practice, the Greens are 
no different.

At least, the composition of migration may need to shift. Pre 
COVID, international students comprised nearly half of net 
migration. It’s unlikely these will return in such numbers.

But Immigration is pretty good at immigration. Unless CO-
VID itself makes big numbers prohibitively unpopular and 
expensive, they could drum up the required 200,000 net.

The Tudge immigration spin is that of migrants ‘growing busi-
nesses and creating jobs for Australians’. Supposedly, migra-
tion has “ceilings” and not targets. But it’s the sheer numbers 
the Treasury really needs, for its “GDP growth” black box.

Morrison would only backpedal if big Australia threatened 
his leadership or his re-election. Neither threat is likely to 
emerge.

* (editor) Since this article was published, there has been a 
Ministerial reshuffle. Hon. Alan Tudge MP is now Minister 
for Education and Youth; Hon. Alex Hawke is now Minister 
for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and Multicul-
tural Affairs. There is no Population Minister per se.

Stephen Saunders is a former public servant, consultant and 
Canberra Times reviewer. This article first appeared in Inde-
pendent Australia on 4 December 2020 and is republished with 
permission. https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-
display/the-budget-confirms-morrison-wants-to-reboot-mass-
migration,14582

i  Saunders, S. (2020) “Scott Morrison’s population plan: Snapping 
back to a ‘Big Australia’”, Independent Australia, 19 June 2020.

Dick Smith supports call for sensible levels of  
immigration so more Australians can get a real job

In a series of public adver-
tisements in major Austra-
lian newspapers in Decem-
ber, Dick Smith quoted a 
letter that was sent to The 
Australian, which states: 

“With thousands of Australian workers losing their job as 
businesses go into administration and many others are 
made redundant, added to the 730,000 on the dole trying 
to get work, I hope the Government thinks twice before once 
again ramping up mass immigration as soon as they can, 
which will simply make life more difficult for unfortunate 
Aussies looking for work.” 

In an accompanying media release, Dick Smith said, “Aus-
tralian bosses should be putting in the extra work to train 
people who already live in our country to hold the limited 

number of skilled positions that are available. 

“It is very well for developers like Harry Triguboff to call 
for a return to the old and staggeringly high levels of im-
migration, but that’s inexcusable if many people already 
living here suffer by not being able to get a job. 

“This is particularly concerning for young Australians, with 
16% of people under 25 being out of work. At the previ-
ous immigration rates set by the Liberal Government, we 
would end up with 100 million people in Australia at the 
end of this century, when our grandchildren will still be 
alive. Very few people think 100 million is a sensible num-
ber for an arid country like Australia. 

“It’s impossible to have endless growth in a finite world. 
One day we have to stop increasing our population. Why 
don’t we look into it now?” 

https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/the-budget-confirms-morrison-wants-to-reboot-mass-migration,14582
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/the-budget-confirms-morrison-wants-to-reboot-mass-migration,14582
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/the-budget-confirms-morrison-wants-to-reboot-mass-migration,14582
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“Is the highest and best 
use of a planet really to 
see how many humans 
can be crammed onto 
every square mile of its 
space?”

This is a question that a friend of mine, a senior environ-
mental advocate in his 60s, is fond of repeating. And it 
is a question that I have mulled over with increasing fre-
quency after I began to study the sixth mass extinction 
and the climate crisis more seriously. In the last year, a 
millennial friend and I have both independently come 
out as being voluntarily child-free. We are both choosing 
to forego having children because we are aware that the 
single most impactful decision an individual can make 
to improve their ecological footprint is to have one child 
fewer, or none at all (Perkins, 2017).

Coming out as a child-free woman in South-East Asia 
has been akin to deliberately pinning a bullseye on my 
own back. Pro-natalism is still strong in South-East Asian 
culture. I have had elders tell me that I should feel “flat-
tered” if a man tries to assault me to impregnate me via 
rape, because even having a rape-born child is “better 
than dying an unwanted, lonely spinster.” Having people 
wish rape or battery upon me has not daunted me one 
bit, however. Despite the seemingly insurmountable cul-
tural barriers we are up against, the ranks of the child-
free movement are still growing steadily. And many of 
the young adults in my age group are choosing to re-
main child-free for environmental reasons.

To the hostile naysayers who have repeatedly told me 
that I have no worth as a woman if I don’t have children, I 
say this: in forfeiting my right to have biological children, 
I have freed up my time and energy to improve the lives 
of already existing children. I regularly volunteer with the 

Brighter Brains Institute, which is bringing education and 
contraception to impoverished young girls and orphans 
in East Africa. The United Nations’ Children’s Emergency 
Fund has estimated that there are a staggering 153 mil-
lion orphans in the world at present. If my partner and 
I decide to have children, we would prefer to give one 
or two of these 153 million orphans a loving home, as 
opposed to bringing another child into an overcrowded 
world barrelling towards climate and extinction catastro-
phes.

I do not presume to tell other people what choices to 
make regarding their family life, but I would like to be ac-
corded that same respect. I intend to channel my efforts 
and resources into fighting for the best possible future 
for the 153 million orphans alive today, and for the chil-
dren and grandchildren of any parents or grandparents 
who may be reading this (SOS Children’s Villages – USA, 
2017). More importantly, the time and energy that, hypo-
thetically, I would have dedicated to rearing a child can 
now be dedicated to campaigning to repair the damage 
that has been done to the ecosphere, and to supporting 
the existence of millions of other species with whom we 
share the Earth. 

References
Perkins S (2017) The best way to reduce your carbon 
footprint is one the government isn’t telling you about. 
Science Magazine Online, 11 July. https://is.gd/lftcZN 

SOS Children’s Villages – USA (2017) Children’s Statistics: 
UN data on the plight of children. Washington, DC, USA. 
https://is.gd/62MhXz 

This article first appeared in The Ecological Citizen Vol 4 
No 1 2020: 7 on 9 April 2020. Republished with permis-
sion.  

The Director-General, Dr Alvaro Bermejo of International 
Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) said on January 28 
in response to the decision by US President Biden to repeal 
the Global Gag Rule:

 “The expanded reintroduction of the gag was callously de-
signed to deny women the right to decide what happens to 
their body. Whilst we know this policy is intended as a tool 
to attack abortion care by the anti-choice movement, not 
only has it led to reproductive coercion, it has cut deeper 
into healthcare provision: from HIV prevention programs 
to maternal health to contraceptive access – no one was 
spared the fallout of this policy. 

“What lies ahead of us is years of work to undo the harm 
caused by Global Gag Rule, and to build back a better and 
stronger relationship with the US – one where our work is 

not under threat from future anti-sexual and reproductive 
health administrations.”

Opinion and News
My choice to go child-free for the sake of all life
by Sally Tan

IPPF welcomes President Biden’s decision to repeal the Global Gag Rule

Photo IPPF

https://is.gd/lftcZN 
https://is.gd/62MhXz 
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The current economic system in Australia is a Ponzi scheme 
based on maintaining positive GDP through migration. Pop-
ulations of native species are plummeting and people are 
faced with increased job insecurity and housing costs, all of 
which are side effects of the Australian government’s ongo-
ing drive for an ever-increasing population.

In the 35 years prior to 2005, Australia’s net overseas mi-
gration averaged around 70,000 per annum. But from 
2005 this number was trebled, and ever since then Aus-
tralia’s population has been increasing at the rate of an 
extra million people every three years.

As a result, Australia has been a part of the on-average 68 
per cent fall in global wildlife populations between 1970 
and 2016. Some Australian species’ numbers have plum-
meted by up to 97 per cent, primarily due to habitat loss.

The environmental havoc is justified as needed for the 
economy, but the evidence does not support this claim. 
In the 1950s and 1960s Australia had strong industry pro-
tection policies and a strong manufacturing industry, and 
therefore both migrant and non-migrant workers had 
good wages. Generally, families could live off one income.

But by 2005, the industry protection was gone. The eco-
nomic impacts of the trebling of migration rates for the 
last 15 years have been negative for ordinary Australians, 
many of whom are post-war migrants or their descen-
dants.

Job insecurity and casual employment have jumped, 
housing costs are some of the highest in the world, travel 
times and traffic congestion in the major cities have risen 
dramatically, and wage growth has stalled.

Notwithstanding these negative outcomes, Australian 
governments are now wedded to what amounts to a mi-
gration driven Population Ponzi scheme. The migration 
keeps GDP in positive territory, so governments and bu-
reaucrats can boast that Australia is growing and not in 
recession, despite living standards flatlining and the envi-
ronment tanking. And our universities and vocational ed-
ucation institutions have dropped the ball on education 
and turned into corporate parasites, selling permanent 
residence to international students and paying million 
dollar-plus salaries to their administrators.

Australians have been conned by nonsense from politi-
cal, business and media elites about the size and nature 
of our migration programs. We have fallen for the bogus 
claim that questioning any migration program, no matter 
it’s size, is racist. For the record, one quarter of Austra-
lians were born overseas and one half had one or both 
parents born overseas. We are more multiracial than the 
United States or the United Kingdom—more multiracial 
and welcoming than pretty much anywhere in the world.

We have believed convenient lies like “we need migrants 
to pay our pensions” or “we don’t have these skills in 
Australia”, or “our economy depends on high migration 
levels”. To the extent there’s any truth in the latter, it is 
because we are now running a Ponzi scheme. The longer 
we let it grow, the bigger the collapse at the end will be.

I believe change will come, but it won’t come till people 
understand that Australia’s economic problems are a 
consequence of the Population Ponzi scheme; that is, 
that they are caused by poor government policy. Flatlin-
ing incomes and job insecurity are government policy. 
Unaffordable housing and massive personal debt are 
government policy. The demise of manufacturing and a 
narrow economy based on construction and services is 
government policy. A dense population plagued by traffic 
congestion and declining vegetation cover, and vulner-
able to pandemics, is government policy.

There is, of course, an alternative. For many years, Aus-
tralia enjoyed high levels of social cohesion and self-suf-
ficiency. We made more of our own things, and provided 
more universal access to health, education and the age 
pension. Countries like Germany, Japan, and the Scandi-
navian countries show that being high skill and high wage 
and being in good economic shape is more likely when 
you don’t run a Population Ponzi scheme than when you 
do.

It is said that when the tide goes out you can see who’s 
been swimming naked. The coronavirus pandemic has 
exposed the nakedness of the Australian economy. But 
like drug addicts, knowing the drug is bad, but taking it 
anyway, Australia’s high migration addicts are calling for 
the program to be resumed as soon as possible. They 
should be ignored.

This article appeared first at The Overpopulation Project on 
October 13, 2020 and on the MAHB website on 3 December 
2020 and is republished with permission.

Kelvin Thomson served as the Labor Party Member for Wills 
in Australia’s Federal Parliament for over 20 years, from 
1996 until the 2016 Election. Until recently, he was Chief of 
Staff for the Sustainable Australia Party’s Victorian Upper 
House MP Clifford Hayes.

Opinion
Australia’s Population Ponzi Scheme
by Kelvin Thomson

Melbourne skyline. Photo Needpix

https://overpopulation-project.com/australias-population-ponzi-scheme/
https://mahb.stanford.edu/blog/australias-population-ponzi-scheme/
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Published by 4th Estate, London.  
372pp. $28 paperback RRP. 

Reviewed by Jenny Goldie

It’s almost a decade ago now that I heard former oil and 
coal executive, Ian Dunlop, say at a conference in Can-
berra: “A world four degrees warmer is a world of one 
billion people, not seven billion.” I felt sick. Surely this 
was too pessimistic a view? 

Having read Mark Lynas’s “Our final warn-
ing”, the sequel to his earlier book “Six 
Degrees”, however, you are left wonder-
ing whether Dunlop might not have been 
overly optimistic. As with the previous 
book, Lynas devotes a chapter to each de-
gree of warming and what might happen. 
It makes for even grimmer reading than 
the first book. By the 5o and 6o chapters, 
you’re reaching for the gin or Valium.  

We have, of course, already experienced 
more than one degree C. warming over 
pre-industrial temperatures. On current 
trends we will reach around 3oC warm-
ing by the end of the century if all nations 
abide by their Paris emission reduction 
commitments. They aren’t on track, how-
ever, so we may well go to 4oC without sig-
nificant intervention.

There are considerable references to population in the 
book that are worth repeating here. For example, in the 
2oC chapter, Lynas writes:

All forecasts for global food production also need to 
consider the ‘elephant in the room’ – world population 
growth. Feeding a much greater world population, of 
9.5 to 10 billion people by mid-century – and doing so 
without ploughing up the rainforests and destroying the 
Earth’s last wild areas – is considered by experts to be an 
almost insuperable challenge, even without considering 
the impacts of climate change. 

In the 3oC chapter, he sees the total collapse of the West 
Antarctic ice sheet as a virtual certainty with Greenland 
also experiencing intense and sustained melt, such that, 
by 2100, sea-levels will be rising faster than at any time 
during human civilisation, drowning coastal cities and 
fertile deltas;  there will be more ‘dangerous’ heatwaves 
in which all agricultural labour ceases and livestock is 
decimated as extreme heat leaves even shade tempera-
tures too hot for survival; wildfires will burn vast areas 
through long, hot summers; North Africa will lose all its 
rainfall while the desert will creep up into Spain and Por-
tugal; indeed, arid areas may cover half the global land 

surface; and a new era of mega-droughts will further re-
duce the habitability of the topics and sub-tropics. 

In the three-degree world, therefore, we face drastic har-
vest losses at the same time as human population is pro-
jected to rise to 10 billion. To feed these extra mouths, 
and to do so at the same time as reducing poverty, re-
quires doubling global food production by mid-century. 
Instead, in a three-degree scenario, we could see food 
production cut by half…

In my view, worldwide food shortages are 
the most likely trigger of large-scale civili-
sational collapse in a three-degree world. 
A burgeoning global population facing a 
simultaneous crash in global food supplies, 
regional conflicts and resulting failed states 
means millions of people fleeing from fam-
ines and war. 

…entire continents will be falling into chaos: 
Africa first but South and West Asia too, with 
even the Americas succumbing sooner or 
later. 

Reminding us that the global wheat trade 
equals those of maize and rice combined, 
in the 4oC chapter, Lynas writes:

In an average year, by the time global tem-
peratures hit four degrees, nearly two-thirds 

of the worldwide wheat-producing area will be gripped 
by drought. There is also a big increase in the risk that 
simultaneous drought-driven harvest failures strike mul-
tiple key wheat regions for three years in a row. Be in no 
doubt what this means. The world will run out of food. 

Let’s skip over 5oC and go to 6oC, where Lynas writes:

Six degrees sees the greatest mass extinction ever on 
Earth, greater even than the end-Permian catastrophe 
that destroyed 90% of species alive at the time…Warm-
ing at this level imperils even the survival of humans as 
a species.

We are not yet doomed, Lynas insists. If global emissions 
ceased tomorrow, the planet would not even warm by 
1.5oC. The global carbon thermostat is still largely within 
our control. Apocalypse is not inevitable. There are many 
pathways to cleaner energy but time is running out. We 
do not have many years to turn the ship around. We 
have to stop burning fossil fuels largely within the de-
cade if we are to save the Great Barrier Reef as well as 
stop the Greenland ice-sheet melting and Arctic sea-ice 
disappearing in summer. 

This book is essential reading for anyone who cares 
about the future. Just keep the gin bottle handy. 

Our final warning: Six degrees of climate emergency
By Mark Lynas

Book Review
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Odyssey Books, 2020, 287pp.

Reviewed by Nick Goldie

The bookshelves are full of doom and disaster. It’s not 
science fiction, but what reputable science writers have 
been keen to tell us for decades. Much of it is terrifying, 
such as the two Six Degrees’ books by Mark Lynas, or Cli-
mate Wars where polemologist Gwynne Dyer describes 
a near future in which southern Europe is no part of a 
functioning state, but a swarming mass of African cli-
mate and population refugees.

Rod Taylor is a science journalist and 
broadcaster. His column in The Canberra 
Times is called Fuzzy Logic, and he is a val-
ued member of SPA; on the website team 
as well as the Membership and Market-
ing committee. His new book introduces 
us to ten Australians who are active on 
the issue of climate, starting with GetUp 
activist Simon Sheikh. The book moves 
through the advanced solar technology of 
Professor Andrew Blakers, maggot farm-
er Olympia Yarger, Leonard Cohen (not 
the singer), Monica Oliphant, daughter-in-
law of the famous Sir Mark; science com-
munication leader Siwan Lovett; some of 
ten very different individuals.

Blakers now examines the question of 
power storage. One solution is using the grid – the sun is 
shining, or wind blowing, somewhere, and this is getting 
international attention:

In October 2016. Japan, South Korea, China and Russia 
signed an agreement to build a grid linking vast parts of 
Asia. Supply will come from locations such as Mongolia, 
which has huge wind resources. Large parts of Europe 
are interconnected, and more is planned.

An Interconnector from Queensland to Indonesia? Per-
haps, one day Meanwhile the Blakers team is investigat-
ing one of the oldest methods of electricity generation, 
pumped hydro, and have found twenty thousand sites 
in Australia.

Was that ‘maggot farmer’ you just said? Well, yes. But not 
just any old maggot, or any old maggot farmer. Olympia 
Yarger is an astonishing character vividly portrayed by 
Taylor and subtly linked to the issues of climate, biodi-
versity, and the demands of a growing human popula-
tion.

Olympia has a maggot-producing business in Canberra 
called Goterra. Olympia was a Greek-Australian teenage 
mother who moved to America, married a US Marine de-
ployed to Iraq, parted, married again, worked in a sex 

shop in Darwin, as manager of a sun-tanning salon, of 
a horse-grooming business, a “boudoir photographer” 
taking explicit photos of lonely Marine wives, and finally 
to Canberra, where she tried breeding crickets as animal 
food. This led to the fateful meeting with Black Soldier 
Flies, which particularly love human food waste.

While the world population is growing, about a third of 
the food produced in the world for humans is wasted. 
That adds up to around 1.3 billion tonnes every year … 

while more than half the world’s arable land 
is used to grow crops for animal feed.

The Black Soldier Fly, says Taylor, is a he-
roic little worker. They eat food waste, 
produce eggs, larvae, pupae. The maggots 
are dry to the touch and pleasant-smell-
ing.  There are 170,000 hungry domes-
tic chooks in Canberra alone... The plan, 
supported by several start-up grants, is 
to have a number of production-centres 
at farms and food retail outlets, the end 
product being food for pigs, chickens and 
fish. And finally, Taylor notes, Olympia is 
for the first time financially well-off.

The book’s full title is Ten Journeys on a 
Fragile Planet, and each of these journeys 
is worth taking: Professor Kate Auty, re-
membering her childhood in the WA 
Kimberley, the heart-rending mistreat-

ment of Aboriginal children (and adults), her law degree 
and appearance on the Hawke Royal Commission, and 
her Climate Change Foundation Paper, which ‘looked at 
how the incoming Victorian Liberal government Minis-
ter attempted to persuade her to change the wording 
of the paper. The same Liberal government which had 
instructed public servants to remove the words “climate 
change”, and replace them with the less threatening “cli-
mate variability”.

Sheep farmers Kris and Charlie Prell the “accidental ac-
tivist”, advocate of wind farms and Farmers for Climate 
Action; vegan Liberal parliamentarian Susan Jeanes; 
Monica Oliphant whose career was changed when in 
1973, the year of the global oil crisis, she heard Macfar-
lane Burnett say: “… if the world relied on solar energy 
instead of oil, there’d be no wars …”. It was the start of a 
40-year journey into renewable energy.

Rod Taylor has assembled a diverse group of people 
with one common concern: climate. Each of them has 
the chance to tell their story and express their opinion, 
with Taylor as a benign and thoughtful host, keeping the 
conversation moving along, digging up unexpected sto-
ries, keeping everyone at their ease. 

Ten Journeys on a Fragile Planet
by Rod Taylor
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News and Opinion

Four years ago, the Mar-
garet Pyke Trust (MPT) 
became the only member 
of the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) with family planning 

expertise. It wanted to change IUCN policy. Now it has.  
IUCN members recently passed the MPT’s motion, “Im-
portance for the conservation of nature of removing bar-
riers to rights-based voluntary family planning”. As part of 
this policy change, the Margaret Pyke Trust will support 
a global task force to develop guidance on how and why 
removing these barriers to family planning can strength-
en environmental conservation programmes, as well as 
promote the health, wellbeing and empowerment of 
women and girls.

The first of a three-
part series called 
The Population Fac-
tor streamed free 
on demand in the 
US recently, garner-
ing a million view-
ers. In the first epi-

sode, population legend Paul Ehrlich is interviewed by 
another legend, Philip Cafaro. Two other episodes fol-
low: one about the challenges of limiting climate change 
and its effects (featuring our own Jane O’Sullivan!), and 
another on security and the UN’s sustainable develop-
ment goals. The Population Factor streams on EarthXTV, 
a new internet TV platform with a mission to educate, 
inspire and enable a more sustainable world.

I can think of no subject related to the environment that 
garners more heated debate than the suggestion that we 
should curb human population growth. It gives immedi-
ate rise to accusations of racism and elitism. For many, it 
flies in the face of God’s Biblical orders to be fruitful and 
multiply. For others, it repudiates the basic tenet of Dar-
winian evolution that the fitness of organisms is based on 
the number of offspring left behind. And many simply don’t 
want to discuss a subject that is so personal and private as 
human reproduction.

Those who reject the importance of population as an envi-
ronmental issue stress that resource consumption rather 
than population size has led to our current global envi-
ronmental impact. True, resource consumption is central, 
leading to perhaps two thirds of the growth in carbon diox-
ide emissions in recent decades. But, resource use begins 
with the first diaper slapped on a new born infant and ends 
with the last blast of natural gas for a cremation. The child 
not born uses no resources.

Decades ago, John Holdren and Paul Ehrlich codified the 
human environmental impact in the multiplicative equa-
tion I = P x A x T, where P is population size, A is affluence 
and T is technology. They recognized that technology might 
sometimes reduce or modify impact, as when the discov-
ery of illuminating oils led to a shift away from hunting 
whales. But, the positive confounding of population multi-
plied by affluence (as a measure of resource use) renders 
moot the “one-or-the-other” argument about the causes of 
environmental impact, that generates so much more heat 
than light in current debate.

No one will advance with the argument that we should em-
brace a lower standard of living for any person living on 
any continent. To improve efficiency at lower cost, we may 
substitute solar power for coal, electric- instead of gaso-

line-powered vehicles, and LEDs for incandescent lights. 
But we will not replace the basic need for space for human 
occupancy and food for them to eat.

There is a finite amount of land available, fertile soil, and 
photons that fall on it, which will determine the habitat and 
food supply for humans at the expense of the rest of the 
Earth’s biodiversity. Somehow many of us find it easy to 
overlook the role of growing human population in the loss 
of a local woodlot in favour of suburban development and 
for the increasing demand for food that destroys Amazo-
nian rainforests.

There are now 7.8 billion humans on planet Earth, each in 
pursuit of the good life. Economists love population growth 
that factors into traditional measures of economic growth. 
With each increment of GDP, our rising numbers extract 
more materials from the Earth’s crust and cast more efflu-
ents into its atmosphere and oceans.

We can hope that innovation may further lower resource 
use per capita, but it is not as if the new additions to our 
population will not consume resources. And, with more of 
us, the impact on the environment will grow. Talk of sustain-
ability is hollow when the human population on the planet 
is growing at 1% each year—doubling every 67 years. Only 
with a population growth rate of zero 
might we have some hope for plan-
etary stability.

Dr William H. Schlesinger is one of the 
US’s leading ecologists and earth sci-
entists and a passionate advocate for 
translating science for lay audiences. 
He discusses a range of environmental 
issues in his weekly blog, Translational 
Ecology.

Margaret Pyke Trust wins over 
IUCN

Overpopulation
By Bill Schlesinger

New television show dedicated 
to population 

Dr Bill Schlesinger

https://earthx.org/earthxtv/
https://blogs.nicholas.duke.edu/citizenscientist/billschlesinger/
https://blogs.nicholas.duke.edu/citizenscientist/billschlesinger/
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SPA News

At the 2020 AGM on 11 Oc-
tober, Dr Jane O’Sullivan 
stepped aside after 10 years 
as President of SPA Qld to 
become Secretary, making 
way for Edward Smith. Some 
of us thought it was time to 
pause and acknowledge her 
contribution.

I joined SPA when I saw how 
submissions and reports, 
mostly researched and 
written by Jane, were sub-
mitted on behalf of SPA to 
parliamentary and Productiv-
ity Commission inquiries and 
appeared to influence fed-
eral and state government 
policy and thinking.

To help prepare this tribute, Jane sent me 10 years of her 
annual reports. They reveal someone with a constant 
finger on the pulse of national sentiment and political in/
action with regards to the population issue, domestically 
and internationally. In her 2012 report she noted “that 
this will be my fourth year”, so in fact it’s been more than 
10 years that she’s been President. It’s typical of Jane’s 
modesty not to correct the current committee! That year 
also saw the merger of the North Queensland and SE 
Qld branches of SPA. As well as serving on the national 
Executive Committee, Jane brings considerable expertise 
and research acumen to the Queensland branch.

Jane is adjunct professor at the School of Agriculture 
and Food Sciences at the University of Queensland (UQ). 
The UQ website lists 11 academic papers authored or 
co-authored by Jane in the last 10 years, eight of which 
relate directly to population issues. She is described as a 
“cross-disciplinary sustainability researcher, combining 
agriculture and food security, societal impacts on climate 
change, biodiversity and natural resources, and popula-
tion and demographic change. Through critical analysis 
of methodologies, she exposes the source of myths and 
misunderstandings around population, development 
and environmental sustainability. Her work illustrates 
the essential role of accelerated fertility decline in eco-
nomic development and successful climate change miti-
gation, and the dangerous myths around demographic 
ageing which deter beneficial population policies.”

Jane is well known for her advocacy work in the commu-
nity, giving speeches and running information stalls at a 
wide variety of events, attempting to enlighten the pub-
lic about the perils of untrammelled population growth. 
Although I have attended many myself, they are but a 
few of the total, as her output is prodigious, to say the 

least. She takes the message around the country and 
overseas, giving presentations at conferences and form-
ing alliances wherever they may appear. She is diplo-
matic, yet forthright in setting the record straight. Her 
pragmatic philosophy is to ‘meet people where they are’ 
and hopefully see them leave with a few more pearls of 
wisdom to mull over.

There are too many stalls, presentations, submissions 
and events that Jane has done, been instrumental or in-
volved in to mention individually. They include lobbying 
governments at all levels, national film festivals, speaker 
panels, presentations and, not just in Australia, but Eu-
rope, Africa, Asia and the Americas, notably coordinating 
with our allies at the United Nations. Her reports dem-
onstrate a flair for statistics and interpreting them to the 
layperson. More locally, she has built alliances with Pro-
Choice Queensland, DEA (Doctors for the Environment 
Australia), Catholics for Choice, Qld Geography Teachers, 
NENA (New Economy Network Aust.), Children by Choice 
and many environment groups. Most importantly, she 
has been the mainstay for all these years organising 
monthly meetings of SPA Qld.

For all that Jane has done for SPA Qld, we are truly proud 
and grateful.

Letter
The November 2020 Newsletter 141 includes a letter 
from Julian Cribb.  I write in support.  I have researched 
widely on this topic for 60 years.  My views developed 
through my own work in Papua New Guinea and later 
in Australia and New Zealand.  I lectured on the topic at 
ANU for more than 20 years. 

The evidence shows that Julian understates the problem.  
I see no sign that our species will significantly reduce our 
take of natural resources nor the impact that their con-
sumption has on our environment, let alone reduce our 
own numbers enough for our species to survive, except 
perhaps as a small group of subsistence farmers. 

Ian Hughes. Turner, ACT 

SPA AGM 
Because of continuing Covid restrictions, the 2021 An-
nual General Meeting of Sustainable Population Austra-
lia will be conducted by Zoom on Saturday 24 April at 
11am. Members will be given details of how to dial in 
closer to the event. Nomination forms for the national 
executive committee are available as are the proposed 
constitutional amendments. Proxy forms will be distrib-
uted in the lead-up to the AGM.

Jane O’Sullivan – 10 years of achievements as President of Qld SPA
By Simon Cole, Qld SPA committee member

Photo Simon Cole
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Branch News
WA 

Between the horrible hot weather 
and mild Covid restrictions, the WA 
Branch has, I’m afraid, aestivated 
over the last couple of months.

There are, however, a couple of 
positives. We had submitted to the 
WA Conservation’s AGM: “That the 
Conservation Council of WA recog-
nises that limiting climate disrup-
tion and its impacts will require 
transitioning away from fossil fuels, 
reducing unsustainable energy and 
material consumption, and slow-
ing and ideally ending global popu-
lation growth and urge scientists, 
policy analysts and politicians not to 
overlook population growth in the 
global response to climate change.” 
This was that which the NSW Branch 
had successfully used, so thank you 
NSW. Secretary/Treasurer Warwick 
spoke to it and I had intended to do 
so but thanks to an equine catastro-
phe that morning I did not attend. Luckily Hon Dr Car-
men Lawrence was in the Chair and was very support-
ive of such, otherwise we doubt whether it would have 
passed!!  A hard copy of the Silver Tsunami discussion pa-
per with a letter of thanks has been posted to her.

At last, we have got a booked date, 27 February, for the 
screening of To Kid or Not to Kid. This is being handled 
by a very progressive group, Transition Town Guildford, 
that has quite a considerable following so we’re hoping 
for good numbers.

Judith Odgaard

QLD
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast is the site of some of the 
most rapid urban expansion in the country and this has 
only been exacerbated by the tree-change exodus from 
Victoria in the last year. Sadly, this growth results in the 
demolition of the bush homes of many of our native fau-
na in a tragic, needless and rarely acknowledged other 
half of ‘development’. Fortunately, there are many on the 
Sunshine Coast who are aware of the priceless nature of 
our environment and the perils of destroying it. David 
Robertson attended and represented SPA at the AGM of 
the Sunshine Coast Environmental Council (SCEC) on 21 
November 2020. David shared SPA’s ageing discussion 
paper and informed the meeting of SPA Qld’s petitions 
on land clearing and migration. His address was well re-
ceived and he will no doubt make an invaluable contri-
bution to SCEC.

SPA Queensland’s Branch Committee met in January and 
is now busily planning the year ahead after a well-earned 
December break.  

ACT 

As with virtually other facets of life, the activities of the 
ACT Branch were heavily impacted by the restrictions 
imposed by the Covid pandemic.

Our monthly meetings were held by the magic of Zoom, 
albeit with the periodic frustration of having our discus-
sion abruptly terminated when our 40-minute time had 
expired. Nevertheless, we did manage to hold our meet-
ings on a regular basis. Our one public event in the pe-
riod was our AGM held at the Cook Community Hub.

Our guest speaker was Professor Quentin Grafton 
from ANU Crawford School and his topic was: “Climate 
Change: Current State, Possible Pathways, Future Dam-
ages and Required Actions.”  More members wished to 
attend the meeting than we were permitted in the meet-
ing room, which was disappointing both for them and 
for the speaker no doubt. His address was well received 
with many questions forthcoming from the audience.

At the AGM, two long-standing members of the Commit-
tee stood down. They were our Secretary, Antonia Lehn 
and Christopher Dorman. Their contributions were val-
ued and I would like to thank them for it. We are all famil-
iar with the difficulty in attracting people to join commit-
tees so we will welcome any member who is interested 
in joining us.

The future is uncertain as far as face-to-face meetings 
are concerned mostly because of the difficulty of finding 
a suitable centrally located venue in Canberra. Despite 
this, we hope to attract a number of good speakers to 
address us in 2021 and provide interesting meetings for 
our members.

Colin Lyons

Simon Kneebone
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NSW 
Young Video Makers Competition
On 24 November our Video Competition Pilot Program 
was emailed to 74 schools on Sydney’s North Shore and 
Northern Beaches to distribute to their secondary stu-
dents. Within a day or two we had responses from two 
schools. We sent a follow-up email on 3 December to the 
other schools and put notices up at five local shopping 
centres. We also emailed NSW SPA members, asking 
them to pass on details to anyone they knew in the pilot 
area, in the right age group. So far, we have had no regis-
trations, but submissions may be made without registra-
tion. The deadline for submissions is 14 February. 

Resource Development
Graham Wood continues to develop a document which 
brings together and integrates multiple causes of envi-
ronmental decline and threats to humanity. Population 
issues are covered in depth along with the limitations 
of our political system. Proposals are made to address 
each of the underlying causes.  Structural changes to our 
political system are also discussed that will enable the 
obvious solutions (to us) to be implemented. The depth 
and breadth have expanded significantly and it should 
be ready for review by the NSW committee and the na-
tional executive in about four weeks. The aim is ultimate-
ly to use the document as a resource and as a basis for 
approaching media and philanthropists to run programs 
and items on the issues.

Kay Dunne

SA/NT 
Covid prevented meetings for much of the year in SA, 
and many of us turned to the excellent SPA website and 
Popforum for information and inspiration. Nevertheless, 
a number of ideas were floated in a recent bulletin to 
local members, and as a result a small team (two so far!) 
has undertaken to scope out a project that seeks to de-
termine an optimal size for Adelaide. This won’t be just 
about how much bigger the metropolis should be (spare 
us), but rather will look at the mix of parameters that 
give a city a high quality of life. It is entirely possible the 
ideal size, given the local geography, was actually in the 
19th Century. This project could be a chance to lay out 
all the qualities that small size, low growth, and a smaller 
population offers as we grapple with the need to achieve 
sustainability. There are good examples in other coun-
tries we can review. 

Other ideas for the year include film nights (films, You-
Tubes, podcasts, whatever!). Any suggestions and links 
that any SPA member has anywhere in Australia to help 
us assemble a program would be greatly appreciated. 
Email the SA group at poitgm@hotmail.com. Many thanks!

Peter Martin

VIC/TAS
Things have remained quiet due to the pandemic, but 
we are looking forward to the screening of To Kid or Not 
to Kid at the Cinema Nova on 26 February. Thank you 
Daniel Webby for organising it. I have forwarded SPA’s 
excellent Silver tsunami or silver lining? Why we should 
not fear an ageing population to federal Environment 
Minister Sussan Ley MP and am awaiting her reply. I 
remain in touch with Kelvin Thomson and have joined 
his Sustainable Australia Party with which I am very im-
pressed. Hope to see you on the 26th. 

Graeme Dennerstein

Branch News

Call for expressions of interest 
in lobbying politicians
SPA’s Membership and Marketing (M&M) Team is 
seeking to professionalise the way in which our or-
ganisation lobbies politicians. It proposes to adopt 
a version of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby approach 
in which each engagement with a politician is care-
fully planned and each member of a lobbying team 
has a clearly defined role. There is a leader, a min-
ute taker and a time keeper. There are prepared 
‘asks’, which clearly state what the team is asking 
the politician to do. Before the session, information 
is shared about the person and what their likely 
concerns are. The team then asks them questions 
to uncover this and what it can do to help, before 
telling the politician what it is seeking on the issue 
(in SPA’s case, population).

You can have real influence by being part of this! 
If you would like to express your interest, please 
contact the M&M team through Rod Taylor who is 
coordinating this project: 

Tayloram2000@zoho.com   

https://population.org.au/video-competition-pilot-program/
mailto:poitgm%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Tayloram2000%40zoho.com%20?subject=


 
Newsletter - No. 142, February, 2021     Page 12

Report About SPA
Website: www.population.org.au

The SPA newsletter is now published every four 
months: in February, May, August and November. Mem-
bers are welcome to submit material to the editor, to be 
published at the editor’s discretion.

Newsletter editor: Jenny Goldie 
editor@population.org.au 
Letters to editor welcome but 300 words maximum and 
in electronic form!
Membership applications and renewals should be done 
via the SPA website or sent to the national office. Gen-
eral inquiries should also go to the national office.

SPA national office 
PO Box 85, Deakin West ACT 2600 
phone: 0434 962 305 
email: info@population.org.au

SPA national office bearers
President: Sandra Kanck | (08) 8336 4114 
president@population.org.au
Vice-president: Jenny Goldie | 0401 921 453 
vp@population.org.au
Meetings secretary: Nola Stewart | (02) 9686 3542 
meetingsecretary@population.org.au
Treasurer: Tony Matta | treasurer@population.org.au
Committee: John Coulter | Jane O’Sullivan | Alan Jones 
Graham Clews | Peter Cook
Webmaster: Alex Geppert 
webmaster@population.org.au
Membership officer: Andrew Verlei 
membership@population.org.au

Trustees of the Population Fund
Sandra Kanck | Tony Matta | Jenny Goldie

Regional branches
NSW President: Graham Wood 
nsw@population.org.au
WA President: Judith Odgaard | 0477 002 821 
wa@population.org.au
VIC/TAS President:  
Graeme Dennerstein | (03) 9379 7777 (AH) 
vic@population.org.au
ACT President: Colin Lyons | 0434 531 449 
act@population.org.au
QLD President: Edward Smith 
qld@population.org.au
SA/NT President: Peter Martin 
sa@population.org.au

Disclaimer
While every effort has been made to ensure the reliability of 
the information contained in this newsletter, the opinions 
expressed are those of the various authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinion of either SPA or the editor.

Communication Manager’s Report
Michael Bayliss

After a grim 2020 of lockdowns with little media inter-
est in SPA and the population issue, the gates opened a 
little for us at the end of the year.  Our our latest discus-
sion paper (on Ageing) was picked by several print media 
outlets. Our media releases on Bob Brown’s comments 
and the Federal government position on population pol-
icy resulted in some encouraging coverage in the main-
stream media, both in the newspapers and on the radio.

A personal highlight for me was being invited to be in-
terviewed on Sky News.  I discussed SPA’s position on 
population policy on live television in late December – it 
can be seen on SKY’s YouTube channel and has attracted 
over thirteen thousand views.

I am currently assisting with rolling out the screenings 
of American documentary To Kid or Not to Kid in both 
Perth and Melbourne, currently scheduled for late Feb-
ruary.  We had originally planned this excellent film - on 
one woman’s journey to decide whether or not to have 
children - for mid-2020 as the big finale to our ‘Stop at 2’ 
campaign.  However, COVID set that back so I’m crossing 
fingers for a second time lucky.

I will soon be launching the second season of Post-
Growth Australia Podcast, after strong community feed-
back of the first season.  I have a very strong line-up of 
interviewees so far, including authors, academics, peo-
ple living in intentional communities, First Nations activ-
ists and Global South perspectives on population.  Stay 
tuned!

I will continue to write articles and parliamentary sub-
missions on population, administer SPA’s social media 
pages, improve the new website and make contributions 
towards the discussion papers’ project.

 
Simon Kneebone
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