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On November 15, the world will pass the eight billion 
people mark. In July, when the date was announced by 
the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA) issued a statement, saying:

The story behind 8 billion and how we’ve got here is a sto-
ry of triumph. Poverty has declined. The advancements in 
health have extended lifespans, have reduced maternal 
mortality and child mortality. The technological innovations 
have eased our lives and connected us more than ever.

UNFPA qualified this somewhat by noting: 

the same concerns and challenges raised 11 years ago when 
the world reached a population  of 7 billion, remain or have 
worsened, such as climate change, violence, and discrimina-
tion. 

Nevertheless, UNFPA Execu-
tive Director Dr. Natalia Kanem 
said “This is a success story, not 
a doomsday scenario. Focusing 
exclusively on population to-
tals and growth rates misses 
the point - in fact, people are 
the solution, not the problem. 
Investing in people, in their 
rights and choices, is the path 
to peaceful, prosperous and 
sustainable societies.”

This is patent nonsense. She seems incapable of con-
necting the worsening climate crisis, violence and dis-
crimination with a population that grew by one billion 
people in a mere 11 years. That’s 90 million a year; more 
than the population of Germany. As resources become 
scarce, violence and discrimination increase. 

As for the connection with climate change, the federal 
member for Makin (SA), Tony Zappia MP gave an ex-
traordinary speech in Parliament on 7 September, in 
which he said:

Over the past 75 years, since World War II—after which 
the world embarked on a massive rebuild and growth 
phase—climate change, environmental degradation and 

global population growth have had a very similar trajec-
tory. That should come as no surprise, as the three issues 
are entwined. Climate change contributes to environmental 
demise, environmental degradation in turn contributes to 
climate change and population growth contributes to both. 
There are now many who believe that, on all three issues of 
climate change, population growth and environmental loss, 
the world reached a tipping point some years ago. 

Over the past 75 years, global population has trebled from 
2½ billion people to over 7½ billion people. Carbon diox-
ide levels have now exceeded the highest point in human 
history. Environmental losses have reached critical levels. 
Since 1970—in just half a century—humanity has wiped out 
two-thirds of animal populations. Thirty-four per cent of the 
world's tropical rainforest, referred to as 'the lungs of the 
planet', have been lost, and another 30 per cent are partial-
ly degraded. Throughout the world, rivers and oceans are 
heavily polluted and depleted of fish, and coastal seagrass-
es are dying. Even here in Australia, an advanced country, 
the State of the Environment 2021 report reveals the critical 
levels of flora and fauna loss. There are many other statis-
tics I could refer to that point to a world that is extensively 
degraded, depleted and declining.

Regrettably, however, over the past two decades, the global 
response has focused on climate change and the need to 
reduce carbon emissions, with much less attention placed 
on environmental losses and the impact that population 
growth has had on climate change and the environment. 
Population growth and better living standards increase con-
sumption, which in turn adds to 
carbon emissions and environ-
mental depletion. The reality is 
that population growth and in-
creased human consumption are 
the underlying causes of both cli-
mate change and environmental 
degradation. Yet the pursuit of 
economic growth, which is driven 
by population growth and con-
sumption, dominates both corpo-
rate and government thinking. JG. 
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Our environment is in deep trouble. We are all suffering 
as a result. Elected officials at all levels behave as if tack-
ling the problem is a luxury, an optional extra if time and 
resources are available after meeting the much more 
important challenges of growing the economy. We are 
not even treating the symptoms and there is no appetite 
to address the underlying causes.

The latest report on the state of the Australian environ-
ment has finally been released. We should not have been 
surprised that the Morrison administration kept it under 
wraps. Secrecy was the defining characteristic of Scott 
Morrison’s ministerial career, whether it was refusing to 
talk about on-water matters, having his loyal supporters 
back Peter Dutton to destabilise Malcolm Turnbull as 
prime minister, or not telling his own ministers that he 
had been sworn in to their portfolios. In this case, there 
was a compelling political reason to keep the report hid-
den until after the election: it paints a damning picture 
of neglect.

To quote directly from the key findings of the report, our 
environment is in poor condition “and deteriorating as 
a result of increasing pressures from climate change, 
habitat loss, invasive species, pollution and resource ex-
traction”. It went on to say that “changing environmental 
conditions mean that many species and ecosystems are 
increasingly threatened”, observing that we have seen 
“abrupt changes in ecological systems” in recent years. 
Most fundamentally, the report reminded us that these 
are not just aesthetic issues. As it said, “Our health, living 
standards, cultural and spiritual fulfilment and connec-
tion to country are all interconnected and are negatively 
impacted by our deteriorating environment.”

More than a quarter of a century later, the most recent 
report demonstrates that little or nothing has been done 
to tackle those problems. Actually, all the intervening re-
ports at five-year intervals have shown they are getting 
worse.

The most obvious demonstration of this hard truth is the 
dreadful price climate change is imposing on communi-
ties in eastern Australia. The unprecedented bushfires of 
the so-called Black Summer and the recent flood events 
have not just taken an appalling toll on our natural en-
vironment. Lives have been lost, businesses have been 
ruined and whole townships devastated. As a New South 
Wales farmer said to me last year, we are seeing one-
in-a-hundred-year events every year. The situation has 
accelerated since then, with one observer noting that 
Lismore has suffered – in this year alone – three events 
that would historically have been seen as one-in-a-hun-
dred-year floods.

While that is the most visible demonstration of the costs 
of climate change, it is certainly not the only consequence 
for human health. The federal Health minister, Mark But-
ler, said in a recent answer to a question in parliament 
that climate change poses a range of health risks, from 
heat stress to changing patterns of vector-borne dis-
ease. There are many other environmental health con-
cerns. It is estimated that about half of all cancers have 
an environmental cause, while respiratory distress from 
polluted air is a major killer around the world.

The sad truth is that we had plenty of warning. In 1996, 
the first independent national report on the state of the 
environment was delivered to the newly elected Howard 
government. The Keating government had started the 
process, responding to the 1992 Rio Earth summit urg-
ing countries to commission regular reports so that de-
cision-makers would be aware of how things were going.

I chaired the advisory council that produced the 1996 
report. It said that we had a beautiful and unique envi-
ronment, much of it in good condition by international 
standards, and that some of our approaches had been 
recognised as models of good practice. It also identified 
five serious problems that needed urgent attention: the 
loss of our biodiversity, the state of our inland rivers, 
loss and degradation of productive land, pressures on 
the coastal zone and rapidly increasing greenhouse gas 
emissions contributing to global climate change. In the 
context of the 1992 decision by the Council of Austra-
lian Governments to adopt a national strategy for eco-
logically sustainable development, the report said that 
these problems would have to be addressed to achieve 
our stated goal of developing sustainably.

More than a quarter of a century later, the most recent 
report demonstrates that little or nothing has been done 
to tackle those problems. Actually, all the intervening re-
ports at five-year intervals have shown they are getting 
worse. The recent review by Professor Graeme Samuel 
found that our environmental laws are totally inade-
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quate and failing to protect our natural systems. At the 
national level, the law that allows a Commonwealth min-
ister to intervene and halt a proposed development has 
been used only once this century – and even in that case, 
a change of leadership in Queensland meant the new 
government seemed comfortable with the decision. At 
the state and territory level, the imperative of economic 
development almost always takes priority over environ-
mental concerns. Some of our most productive land has 
been sacrificed to the short-term gain from gas projects.

In the specific case of property damage and loss of life 
from extreme weather-related events, I remember dis-
cussions at the 1997 Kyoto climate change conference. 
The Howard government did its best to sabotage the 
process of developing the Kyoto Protocol by demand-
ing a uniquely generous target that essentially allowed 
Australia to do nothing to slow climate change. That ap-
proach was in line with the global business community, 
which was saying openly that the problem did not justify 
doing anything to modify the pattern of economic devel-
opment.

The exception was the insurance industry, the one com-
mercial sector that was urging action. Representatives at 
the 1997 meeting said that the cost of property damage 
was increasing rapidly, making it hard to set premiums 
that would allow them to stay in business. One projected 
that by 2020 the realistic premiums actuaries demand 
would be unaffordable in many regions, warning that 
the consequence would be uninsured people losing their 
homes. This is exactly what we are now seeing in east-
ern Australia. The inevitable result is that governments 
have to intervene to help those people. As one observer 
noted, we are all now effectively paying a carbon tax, a 
requirement for our governments to spend taxpayers’ 
money to help people cope with the consequences of 
climate change.

So, what is the basic problem? Why is our environment 
going down the gurgler? The 1996 report said that no 
single government or commercial sector was to blame. 
In a sense, we are all indirectly responsible. The issues 
are the cumulative consequences of the growth and 
distribution of our population, our lifestyle choices, the 
technologies we use and the demands that makes on 
our natural resources.

Most of the environmental problems can be solved but 
the solutions require a comprehensive and systematic 
approach, integrating all aspects: the social and eco-
nomic drivers as well as the ecological consequences. 
We still have a better opportunity than most countries to 

protect our environment and use our natural resources 
sustainably. But achieving that goal requires a funda-
mental change. As that report concluded, it “requires 
recognition that human society is part of the ecological 
system and integration of ecological thinking into all so-
cial and economic planning”.

I was reminded of this underlying problem by a recent 
discussion on the Insiders TV program. In the context of 
the jobs and skills summit, the journalists in the studio 
were unanimous that we need to increase immigration 
to the pre-pandemic level, seeing this as the easiest way 
to boost the economy. There was little support for the 
possibility of our skills shortages being addressed by gov-
ernments taking responsibility to train local workers, or 
for urging employers to offer more attractive wages. And 
there was absolutely no discussion of the fundamental 
question of the need to live within the limits of our natu-
ral systems. If, as six reports have now recognised, our 
environment is being degraded by the demands of our 
current population, adding more people will generally 
make it worse. In fact, it could only not make it worse if 
our per capita demands were to be scaled back faster 
than the growth in population. But the Insiders discus-
sion was all about how we could grow the economy, with 
absolutely no recognition of the need to integrate eco-
logical thinking.

Surveys show that about 70 per cent of voters are op-
posed to returning immigration to pre-pandemic levels. 
That doesn’t mean there is broad understanding of the 
need to live within ecological limits. What it shows is 
that people see their quality of life declining as our cit-
ies grow. Roads and public transport systems are more 
crowded, access to public open space is restricted and 
ambulances queue outside hospitals. Our urban infra-
structure has clearly failed to keep pace with our in-
creasing numbers.

Those problems are, at least in principle, soluble. But the 
latest report reminded us that some of the damage we 
are doing is irreversible. We have never brought back an 
extinct species. There is no chance of repairing the dam-
age to productive land within a human lifetime. Continu-
ing decline is inevitable unless we recognise the need to 
live within the limits of natural systems.

This article was first published in the print edition of The 
Saturday Paper on 10 September 2022 as “Environmental 
limits".



 
Newsletter - No. 149, November, 2022     Page 4

Opinion

First published in Pearls and Irritations, 
28 September 2022

I wish I had a dollar for every pro-
population-increase article I have 
read that begins by telling the reader 
that Australia is a nation of immi-
grants, with some 25% born over-
seas and about 50% with at least one 
parent born overseas. Such familiar 
statistics are not in dispute and say 
nothing about whether Australia’s 
population should increase, de-

crease, or stay at the same level.

Author Arja Keski-Nummi takes this hackneyed approach in 
the article ‘Immigration Inquiry – A new beginning?’ (Pearls 
and Irritations, 15 September 2022). It is a good signal that 
the author has nothing particularly new or incisive to say, 
and will fall back on familiar arguments about “nation build-
ing”, vibrancy, cultural richness, economic growth and so on 
to further what amounts to a dangerous Ponzi scheme.

If Australia has benefitted in the past from high immigration 
– although the indigenous community may be lukewarm on 
the notion – then surely more immigration-fuelled popula-
tion growth will also be a good thing, as if the population can 
grow forever and we are not experiencing limits to growth 
now?

I don’t doubt former Immigration public servant Keski-Num-
mi’s sincerity and knowledge of the minutiae of visa pro-
grams and our humanitarian intake, but the author (like for-
mer immigration official Abul Rizvi in these pages) exhibits a 
familiar blindness to anything associated with sustainability. 
Instead, what is offered is a pro-business and pro-growth 
agenda, unalloyed to any contemporary learning about er-
rors in economic thinking in recent decades.

As scientists like David Shearman repeatedly point out on 
these pages, we cannot solve the problems caused by exces-
sive growth with even more growth. To think so is to fail to 
understand Australia’s problems and their causes.

As things stand, Australia faces an energy crisis, a health cri-
sis, a climate change crisis, a biodiversity crisis, a housing 
crisis, an aged-care crisis, an insecure-employment crisis, 
a private-sector debt crisis, a water crisis … in fact it is far 
easier to say what is not in crisis than what is. But for Keski-
Nummi, we have successfully transitioned from a manufac-
turing economy to a “knowledge” economy. That we hardly 
make any solar panels, wind turbines, electric cars, vaccines, 
Covid-19 drug treatments, electronics, computer chips, and 
clothing and footwear is apparently of little concern – sure-
ly China and other nations will continue to supply us with 
these essentials?

That the Covid-19 and similar pandemics are almost certain-
ly caused by excessive growth (what ecological economists 
call ‘overshoot’) is also apparently swept under the carpet.

I can agree with at least one thing that this author advo-
cates: that is, a robust inquiry (yet again) into migration and 
population growth – I count at least six official inquiries in 
the post-World War II era, as well as the Productivity Com-
mission’s 2016 report ‘Migration Intake into Australia’. But 
rather than vested interests running the show, how about 
including independent experts from the Australian Academy 
of Science, including geographers, climate scientists, water 
experts, food-security experts and ecological economists?

The first principle of ecological economics, and therefore 
sustainability, is that the scale of an enterprise, including 
population and the economy as a whole, must not exceed 
the sustainable scale. This is determined with reference to a 
nation’s biocapacity and economic throughput (production-
consumption). Throughput must not exceed the biocapacity.

How many times does the UN Secretary-General have to 
warn the world of an impending collapse due to business 
as usual? This was first outlined by the Club of Rome’s Lim-
its to Growth team from MIT university in their 1972 report. 
Its main conclusions have been repeatedly confirmed since 
then. But mainstream growth economics continues to ig-
nore this empirical evidence, preferring their convenient ab-
stract models with highly questionable assumptions.

As ecological economist Professor Philip Lawn and I argue 
in the book Sustainability and the New Economics (Springer, 
2022), all population-growth nations should stabilise their 
populations as quickly as possible and pursue strong sus-
tainability policies as advocated by the UN Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (soon ending in 2030) but without its uni-
versal growth bias – high-income nations need planned and 
equitable degrowth.

None of the above negates the unfairness of world trade, 
the importance of human rights, unconscionable debt bur-
dens foisted on low-income nations, unfair climate impacts, 
and the understandable desire of people to emigrate into 
Australia. It should go without saying that all new arrivals 
into Australia should receive full human rights.

As detailed by the Australian Bureau of Statistics yesterday, 
Australia is close to 26 million inhabitants. For the 12 months 
to 31 March 2022, natural increase was about 130,000 peo-
ple per year. Emigration was about 210,400 a year, while im-
migration was 320,000 (meaning net migration was about 
110,00 in a Covid-transition phase). Net migration will now 
increase dramatically on a familiar pattern since the How-
ard years of turbo-charged migration for purely economic-
growth reasons.

However, the full costs and benefits of population growth 
are rarely, if ever, calculated. This is what an independent 
inquiry should investigate. I would make it a standing (per-
manent) inquiry.

Stephen Williams is the co-editor of Sustainability and the New 
Economics (Springer, 2022) and is a former newspaper journal-
ist and lawyer. He is currently writing a book on the population 
issue.  He also compiles the weekly e-news for SPA. 

Pro-population increase advocates blind to sustainability crisis
by Stephen Williams

Stephen Williams
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Earthscan from Routledge, 2022. 300pp.  
Soft copy RRP $73.99 (discounts available online)

ISBN: 978-0-367-55695-2

Reviewed by Jonathan Miller

Neoclassical economics is the dominant language of politi-
cians and the media, and ongoing economic growth is the 
pre-eminent goal of nearly every nation. Yet, this is taking 
humanity to the brink of disaster at exactly the time we 
need prominent voices emphasising the dependence of 
our societies on a healthy environment. 
Peter Victor biography, Herman Daly’s Eco-
nomics for a Full World: His Life and Ideas, 
is therefore timely.  Herman Daly stands 
out for developing models that place eco-
nomics within its environmental context. 
He is best known as a founder of ecologi-
cal economics and for proposing princi-
ples for a steady state economy.

Victor’s early chapters describe Daly’s 
childhood and professional life and the 
major influences on his thinking. Victor is 
not a professional writer, however, and 
these sections sometimes feel pedes-
trian. What emerges, nonetheless, is a 
picture of Daly as a humble man of high 
integrity, strongly influenced by his Chris-
tian faith and his encounters with those 
less fortunate.

The majority of the book is devoted to 
Daly’s ideas and his intellectual engage-
ment with critics and supporters. Victor’s writing is stron-
ger here, reflecting his standing as another highly-respect-
ed ecological economist. Given his strong friendship with 
Daly, it is unsurprising that Victor provides a generally sym-
pathetic assessment of Daly’s arguments. This book, how-
ever, is not a hagiography and also identifies shortcomings 
in Daly’s work.

The biography includes a chapter on population and mi-
gration. Daly apparently believes that “more people…are 
better than fewer, but only if they are not all alive at the 
same time!” In his earlier formulations of the steady-state 
economy, he prescribed a stable population, but he later 
relaxed this requirement so long as resource throughput 
were relatively constant. Daly’s early population concerns 
were informed by his work in north-eastern Brazil, where 
he observed that contraception was readily available to the 
wealthier entrepreneurial class, but not to the labouring 
poor. While not a Marxist, Daly saw the denial of contra-
ception to the poor as exploitative, providing an expand-
ing pool of underpaid workers for capital. Daly argued that 
slowing population growth was critical to improving living 
standards for the poor.

Some of Daly’s other population perspectives were contro-
versial and decidedly politically incorrect. Borrowing from 
the environmental economic ‘cap and trade’ model, Daly 
proposed that adults be given transferable birth licences. 
Daly foresaw the problems with enforcement, but strange-
ly seems not to have engaged with broader societal views 
and taboos on having children.

Daly also developed a stance on immigration. While he 
supported continuing ‘legal’ migration into the USA, he fa-
voured controlling borders and ending illegal immigration. 
His motivation, however, was not nationalistic but rather a 

concern for American labour standards. 
He saw illegal immigration as again serv-
ing employers by creating a pool of cheap 
labour, thereby weakening unions, de-
creasing wages and increasing profits. 
Daly’s support for substantial migration 
levels was partly to provide a generous 
quota for refugees, especially for those 
fleeing the consequences of American 
military and political interventions. Daly’s 
views on immigration accord with his de-
sire to roll back globalisation.

Victor also includes chapters on Daly’s 
positions on economic scale, distribution 
and allocation; measuring the economy; 
the steady-state economy; money and 
banking; and globalisation, internation-
alisation and free trade. These topics 
may sound dull to non-economists but 
Victor’s treatment makes clear why they 
are of critical importance to sustainability 

advocates. The chapter on economic growth provides very 
useful global data on the rapid expansion over the last cen-
tury of the use of natural resources and the generation of 
wastes.

In his work across these subjects, Daly has faced criticism 
both from natural allies and from the economic establish-
ment. Marxists have criticised Daly’s steady-state proposals 
for using free market, capitalist mechanisms. Victor gives 
special attention to Daly’s frustrating relationship with his 
brilliant but fickle teacher and mentor, Nicolas Georgescu-
Roegen. Daly’s most difficult dealings were not surprisingly 
with leading neoclassical economists and he would pay a 
high professional price for challenging the academic sta-
tus quo. Daly’s work highlights fundamental problems with 
neoclassical economics, particularly its flawed consider-
ation of the natural environment. 

Victor’s biography is relatively light on economic jargon and 
includes few mathematical formulae. It will, however, best 
suit those who have a basic understanding of economic 
terms and theories. This book and ‘Sustainability and the 
New Economics’ by SPA’s Stephen Williams and Rod Taylor 
are excellent primers for those wanting to understand how 
economics should operate in a full world.

Herman Daly’s Economics for a Full World: His Life and Ideas
by Peter Victor
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Sister Organisation
Women for Conservation
SPA spoke with Isabella Cortes Lara, Director of Conserva-
tion for Colombian-based Women for Conservation.

SPA:  Tell SPA a little bit about yourself, your passions and 
what drives you.

ICL: I am 26 years old and an artist, dancer, and musician. 
Currently I am completing my Master’s in Environmental 
Sciences in the UK. I am a multifaceted individual who is 
heavily influenced by activism. Native to Colombia, I come 
from a long line of artists, including the late Gustavo Her-
nandez. My work appears in murals internationally, galler-
ies, at nature reserves and digitally.  

This organisation was founded by my mother Sara Ines Lara; 
she is a passionate conservationist and biodiversity activist. 
The organisation is created in memory of my grandmother, 
Amparo (represented in our image as our logo).  My role 
in the organisation is the design, execution of projects and 
coordination with community leaders with a focus on com-
munity involvement.

We dedicate our cause to the generations of women – past, 
present and the many yet to come… 

SPA:  Where is "Women for Conservation" based, how did it 
begin, and what are the main areas of your organisation’s 
focus?

ICL: We have learned from decades of experience that habi-
tat protection fails if the communities around don’t have 
any economic opportunities other than natural resource 
extraction.

Women for Conservation promotes holistic solutions to so-
cio-economic environmental issues by empowering women 
in environmentally sustainable ways. By providing access 
to family planning education, conservation training, and 
sustainable livelihoods, we support conservation efforts in 
rural communities that live in the buffer zones of protected 
areas. We are currently based in Colombia and Nepal doing 
the work on the ground with local women.

We are empowering women with the family planning re-
sources, so that unwanted pregnancies won’t increase pov-
erty or stress on natural resources. 

We are educating their children in conservation workshops 
so they can go on to become environmental stewards and 
pursue environmental careers. 

We strive to uplift as many women as possible through en-
vironmental initiatives and find solutions which mutually 
benefits communities and biodiversity. 

SPA:  What are the unique ecological and population related 
issues impacting biological hotspots in and around Colom-
bia?

ICL: We work in partnership with ProAves, in 10 different 
project sites throughout Colombia in biodiversity hotspots.  
In addition to Colombia, We are also working in communi-
ties in the Chitwan National Park Buffer zone in Nepal since 
2020, partnering with Birds Nepal. 

Colombia is one of the most biodiverse countries in the 
world, hosting about 10% of the earth’s total biodiversity.  

It is an ecological treasure, yet it is increasingly at risk from 
extractive industries, including agriculture, logging, and cat-
tle ranching. 

Environmental destruction has made local communities 
more vulnerable to food insecurity, cyclical poverty, and cli-
mate change-related disasters. Colombia is one of the ‘top’ 
countries in Latin American with the most endangered spe-
cies. For the human population, Colombia faces looming 
water and air pollution crises.

The UN reports that women are disproportionately harmed 
by environmental catastrophes, and that most climate 
refugees are women and girls. While rural women face the 
worst impacts of environmental degradation, their empow-
erment can result in positive environmental outcomes. 

When women are empowered to have control over their 
bodies, they often choose to have fewer children who are 
then better nourished, better educated, have more oppor-
tunities, and put less strain on the natural environment. 
Women especially want to leave a livable planet for their 
children that they are key in bringing about a sustainable 
future.

SPA: Tell us more about how W4C promotes family planning 
services for not only women, but also branching out into a re-
cent initiative of assisting men to access vasectomy services.

ICL: We work alongside ProFamilia in providing family plan-
ning procedures and sexual reproductive health workshops, 
gender specific workshops as well as domestic violence and 
abuse support. All the procedures and workshops are vol-
untary, and we emphasize our efforts in places where the 
community seeks out our help.  

We have recently begun including vasectomies because it 
has become more widely accepted by men, however it is 
still taboo and has many misconceptions. First and fore-
most, we focus on the sexual education and environmental 
education workshops before introducing our family plan-
ning campaigns in new locations. 
Continued on page 12 

Isabella Cortes Lara
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CHASE Africa 
SPA interviews Robin Witt, founder of CHASE Africa, a 
UK/Africa based organisation.

SPA: Tell us a little about yourself, your passions and what 
drives you, as well as a brief history of CHASE Africa.

RW: I have been lucky enough to have visited Kenya 
many times over the last 45 years. It is thrilling to see 
Africa’s extraordinary range of wildlife. But each trip was 
tinged with a sense of sadness as a rapidly increasing 
number of people were living in poverty, with once wild 
land now cleared for settlement and agriculture. 

Determined to try and make a difference, I founded a 
charity called the ‘Rift Valley Tree Trust’ in 2000. It was 
through the course of this work that I had some fascinat-
ing conversations with women about the challenges they 
faced. What became very clear was that most of them 
these women would like to have had fewer children and 
to have been able to look after them better, but that this 
wasn’t an option as there was no access to family plan-
ning.

It became very obvious that there was a link between 
poverty, the disappearing forest and the lack of family 
planning. So ‘The Rift Valley Tree Trust’ changed its name 
to ‘Community Health and Sustainable Environments 
(CHASE) Africa’ in 2012 and revised its charitable objec-
tives. We aimed to give women the opportunity to have 
their children by choice and not chance. 

SPA: Tell us how CHASE has evolved to where it is today.

RW: Since its formation in 2012, CHASE Africa has sup-
ported organisations in East Africa to provide access to 
sexual and reproductive health and rights information 
and services whilst protecting the environment and 
building resilience to climate change.  

We focus on reaching marginalised, rural communities 
who have an unmet need for family planning, poor ac-
cess to health services and whose lives and livelihoods 
are heavily dependent on natural resources, so there are 
strong connections between environmental and human 
health. We presently work in Kenya and Uganda.

In recent years, we have established an effective ap-
proach of working with conservation organisations, to 
support them to engage in community health projects, 
including addressing issues around lack of access to 
family planning. 

Over the past 10 years, our projects have delivered more 
than 1,050,000 health services and more than 440,000 
family planning services.

SPA: Why is population sustainability important for you?  
What are the unique challenges in Africa?

RW: Africa’s population is predicted to double by 2050. 
Millions of people already live in dire poverty and a rap-
idly increasing population will only increase the pressure 

on what is, in many plac-
es, an increasingly deplet-
ed environment. Coupled 
with the fact that Africa is 
facing the added burden 
of climate change, giv-
ing women the chance to 
choose how many chil-
dren they would like to 
have can only point to a 
brighter future for those 
that live there.

Being able to choose 
when to have children 
empowers women & en-
ables them to build re-
silience which is deemed 
critical in coping with other challenges such as economic 
hardship and adaption to climate change.

We realise that as a small organisation we are not going 
to change the big picture unless we can encourage other 
organisations to see the benefits of helping to meet the 
unmet need for family planning in the areas they work 
in. 

SPA: Any new projects on the horizon?

RW: We are running our major annual fundraising cam-
paign in late November, as part of The Big Give Christ-
mas Challenge. We aim to raise £30,000, which will be 
matched funded as part of the campaign. Watch-out for 
lots of posts about this campaign on our social media!

SPA: Why do you think it is important for like-minded or-
ganisations to collaborate and support each other?  

RW: Organisations who understand the problems aris-
ing as a result of unsustainable population pressure, 
and can see the benefits of addressing the unmet need 
for family planning, can learn from each other and help 
to make sexual and reproductive health and rights, in-
cluding access to family planning, a subject that can be 
openly talked about.

As with all charitable organisations, funding is always a 
limiting factor. We would be extremely grateful for any 
help SPA members could give us.

To find out more about 
CHASE Africa, visit their 
website https://www.
chaseafrica.org.uk

Sister Organisation

Robin Witt

https://www.chaseafrica.org.uk
https://www.chaseafrica.org.uk
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Campaigns Update 
Michael Bayliss 
Communications Manager

SPA continues to work very hard against a well-resourced op-
position. This includes the big business lobby, who had front 
row seats at the ‘Jobs and Skills Summit’. They were persuasive 
enough for the Albanese government, who have committed to 
increase the number of permanent migration visas available in 
2022-23 from 160,000 to 195,000 places.

 
Photo courtesy of Geoffrey Snelgrove

Once again industry and business proved to be the loudest 
voices and it will surprise no-one that the invitation was not ex-
tended to SPA. However, it is worth reflecting and celebrating 
our many achievements over the past few months.  As a small, 
mostly volunteer run organisation, I do believe we continue to 
punch above our weight.

Take the ‘Jobs and Skills Summit’ again as one example.  SPA 
launched a media release along with an official statement to 
the summit titled: “Toward a skilled and ecologically sustainable 
Australia.”  We made a call out to our membership inviting you 
to contact your Federal MPs in the lead up to the summit, to 
inform them of our concerns and SPA’s position on the issue. 
Many of you responded enthusiastically to this invitation, while 
sharing your feedback that you were impressed by our submis-
sion.  So thank you for helping us to ring a loud and clear mes-
sage to our politicians.

We also launched a social media campaign targeting the Jobs 
and Skills Summit and directing the broader public to the ac-
tion pages on our website.  Our ads reached an impressive 
44,000 people, while also resulting in 4,553 visits to SPA web-
site and 160 new Facebook followers.

 
Agile wallaby - Mike Coupar

We also enjoyed some of the best run of media attention that 
I can recall from 10 years as a SPA member. This includes an-
other successful collaboration with the YourLifeChoices (YLC) 
journal and podcast, interviews with the Australian Associated 
Press (AAP) and a plethora of letters to the editor, written by 
SPA members and supporters, printed across many main-
stream publications including The Canberra Times and the 
Sydney Morning Herald.  More information can be found on 
our website. 

We are observing improvements across many criteria.  Our 
website is receiving more visits than ever before.   SPA’s “Post-
Growth Australia Podcast” which I host, briefly entered the top 
6% of global podcasts in July/August with the success of the 
‘World Population Day’ episode. 

Our social media following has shot up in recent months, due 
in most part to the talents of Martin Tye, our new ‘Social Me-
dia and Promotions Coordinator’, who has been at the job for 
nearly four months.  As social media is very demanding of 
graphical assets, we have been expanding our range of nature 
of wildlife photos.  We put a call out to the SPA membership 
for photos as we know many of you are keen nature photog-
raphers and we were delighted by the enthusiastic response.  

I have included a sample of the amazing photos we received 
throughout this report.  This includes the below photo from 
South Australia SPA member Aussie Kanck that accompanied 
a recent and popular Facebook post, achieving 77 likes and 12 
comments.  SPA’s Facebook page is drawing some consider-
able attention from the broader community so I would like to 
take this opportunity to encourage you to join Facebook and 
contribute to the discussions.

 
Magpie Photo Courtesy of Asbjorn Kanck  https://www.facebook.com/asbjorn.kanck

I would also like to thank Mathisha Wahikala, who has been 
contracted to work with me behind the scenes in launching our 
Instagram and LinkedIn social media accounts.

What can you expect from SPA looking ahead?

For a start, a new discussion paper should be fresh off the 
presses by the time this report is published.  Many thanks to 
Dr. Peter Cook, SPA Vice President for coordinating our discus-
sion papers and for delivering such high quality material.

Campaigns Update

https://population.org.au/media-releases/jobs_summit_environment/
https://population.org.au/spa-makes-a-splash-in-the-media/
https://pgap.fireside.fm/wpd2022
https://www.facebook.com/asbjorn.kanck


 
Newsletter - No. 149, November, 2022     Page 9

Campaigns Update

Meet our members

Martin Tye

Next year we will launch an annual awards pilot project to be 
known as The Ponzies.  The tone of the Awards will be a mix 
of the seriousness of the Walkley journalism awards and the 
more fun and satirical Ernies Awards for Sexist Remarks.  The 
aim of the project is to raise SPA’s profile, increase member-
ship and raise awareness of the need for a sustainable popula-
tion policy.  Members will be asked via email for suggestions 
of both award categories with criteria, and individual Ponzie 
award names.  Funny /satirical non-defamatory suggestions 
will be most welcome.  Possible categories include media, aca-
demia, peak bodies, and political parties.  I will be joined by 
SPA member Ray Johnson to coordinate this project.  The draft 
timetable has the call for nominations, voting and awards an-
nouncement happening in the run-up to the 2023 May Budget.  
Please feel free to email your suggestions anytime to media@
population.org.au and let’s have some fun.

In September, members of the SPA executive committee met 
with branch presidents and representatives to agree to some 

medium term goals  One of the resolutions included further 
outreach in the community to help already-supportive public 
opinion to see connections with the population issue and make 
their voices heard by federal elected representatives. The chair 
of the Membership and Marketing Committee, Edward Smith, 
will instigate our first project framed around these goals, with 
a focus on the housing crisis.

None of this would be possible without your support.  Cam-
paigning is costly and SPA relies on membership subscriptions 
and donations from our generous supporters to ensure that 
we can continue to make the magic happen.  We are also grate-
ful for all the ‘human power’ that our dedicated membership 
give to the organisation, such as volunteering for branch com-
mittees, running branch stalls and the ideas and contributions 
you share with us for our national campaigns.  I am sure I am 
speaking on behalf of all SPA staff and volunteer office bearers 
when I say a whole-hearted ‘thank you.’

For this newsletter, we interview Tim Os-
eckas, who is active member in our VicTas 
branch.

SPA: Tim, tell us a little bit about yourself.

Tim: I’m a Registered Nurse currently work-
ing in the field of sexual and reproductive 
healthcare. I work for an organisation that 
provides abortion care and contracep-
tion, including vasectomies. Prior to that, 
I worked as mental health nurse for 20 
years. I’ve been participating in various 

actions and campaigns for several animal rights and environ-
mental groups and organisations for close to 20 years. I grew 
up in Geelong and have been residing in the Melbourne sub-
urb of Northcote for just over two years now.

SPA: Why is population sustainability a core concern for you?

Tim: I have become increasingly aware of the negative impacts 
of unsustainable human population growth on our environ-
ment, other animals, and human society which has led to in-
creasing problems such as air and water pollution, climate 
changes, traffic congestion, endless housing developments, 
deforestation, habitat destruction, public crowding, pandemics 
and health systems struggling to meet demand. Globally, the 
issue is leading to growing conflicts and wars over resources, 
increasing famine, growing poverty and inequalities, and grow-
ing tensions over increasing immigration. These problems will 
only continue to get worse as population continues to grow.

SPA: How has your concern on overpopulation informed your 
choice around family and children?

Tim: One of the reasons I decided to avoid having children is 
due to the deteriorating environmental and social conditions 
caused by the growing human population. To confirm my deci-
sion, I received a vasectomy aged 30 (I’m now 44).

SPA: How long have you been a SPA member and can you re-
member what drove you to join us?

Tim: I’ve been a member of SPA for several years now. I chose 
to join SPA to support the organisation’s mission  to raise 

awareness of the problems caused by unsustainable popu-
lation growth on the Australian continent and beyond - ulti-
mately leading (hopefully!) to actions that allow us to achieve a 
sustainable birth rate. This requires universal access to contra-
ception and safe abortion and immigration policies that sup-
port the rights and dignity of humans and other animals.

SPA: Overpopulation isn't your only concern.  You have been an 
animal rights activist for many years, most recently a candidate 
for the Animal Justice Party.  Tell us where you see the intersec-
tion?

Tim: Unsustainable human population growth has had a devas-
tating impact on our environment and other animals through 
the ongoing destruction of their habitats, and the increased 
demand for the (needless) breeding, exploitation, abuse, and 
killing of other animals.  Through these actions, we have also 
witnessed and experienced the disruptive and deadly impacts 
of an increase in exposure to several new zoonotic diseases 
leading to pandemics such as COVID 19.

SPA: How do animal rights activists respond to overpopulation?  
Are opinions as polarised compared to wider society?

Tim: I think in general that animal rights activists are more 
aware of the impact human behaviour has on other animals 
and our environment, including the issues associated with 
population growth; however discussion of the issue so far has 
been limited within the movement. I’m happy to report that the 
Animal Justice Party has developed a policy that addresses Hu-
man Population and Planning. The Party also has many other 
policies that address problems connected to unsustainable 
human population growth such as Land Clearing and Water 
Management.

More information about myself, including contact details and 
my election campaign can be found here: https://vic.animaljus-
ticeparty.org/tim_oseckas_for_northcote

SPA would like to remind readers that political affiliation among 
our membership is varied.  However, as a charitable organisation 
SPA remains politically non-partisan.  For example, none of our 
office bearers may stand simultaneously as a political candidate.

mailto:media%40population.org.au?subject=
mailto:media%40population.org.au?subject=
https://vic.animaljusticeparty.org/tim_oseckas_for_northcote 
https://vic.animaljusticeparty.org/tim_oseckas_for_northcote 
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Branch News
NSW
NSW branch held our AGM on the 13/8/2022 and all nine 
members of the NSW committee were re-elected.

We also held two general meetings where the concept 
of developing a “Tiger Team” of letter writers was further 
developed. The idea is to have a group of members who 
could respond fairly quickly to misleading articles or pro-
vide support for good articles in the SMH and other me-
dia.  This is beginning to show dividends with letters be-
ing published by Dr Alan Jones and Peter Green.  These 
have clearly stated the risks of growing our population 
beyond a sustainable level. The letters do not appear to 
have been edited or “toned down” by the newspaper, as 
has happened in the past. 

The committee is also exploring holding Member Fo-
rum every two months with the goal of engaging with 
our support base by exchanging new ideas, answering 
questions and sharing information.  An initial meeting is 
scheduled for 7:00 PM 30 November 2022 and a Zoom 
invite will be sent to all NSW members. If anyone from 
other states is interested in joining, please send an email 
to kaysdunne@yahoo.com.

The NSW President has been focussing on his project 
relating to an all-encompassing plan for a sustainable 
future.  Feedback from an ecological economist is being 
incorporated and a technical and structural editor has 
been selected.

Graham Wood

SA/NT
In SA, Stephen Morris has continued to build a database 
of local organisations that we can contact to offer infor-
mation and talks. A letter to Advocate Seniors Australia 
has also been prepared, in which we suggest a number 
of areas where we might have common ground to ex-
plore. This started with the observation that allowing 
seniors to earn more before their pensions start to be 
reduced could prove an alternative to population-boost-
ing high immigration, by providing access to a willing, ex-
perienced and skilled pool of labour already within the 
community. Other arms of SPA have been making the 
same observation.

Rotary SA has contacted SPA as a result of our running 
the short course, 'A Sustainable SA', at the University of 
the Third Age in recent years, in which we spelt out the 
role played by population growth in hindering transi-
tion to sustainability. We have undertaken to present a 
30-min summary of this 6-lecture course to one of their 
meetings in late October. Hopefully this ppt talk will be 
useful to others in SPA - contact Peter Martin (poitgm@
hotmail.com) for a copy. The group also drafted a paper 
that tried to bring together some of the main arguments 
against resuming high immigration. When that paper is 
complete, we might post it to PopForum or make it oth-
erwise available for comment and improvement.

Finally, sincere condolences to our stalwart comrade 
John Coulter for the recent loss of his wife Phyllis. John 
has also suffered repeated bouts of ill health this year, 
and was recently hospitalised for a respiratory viral in-
fection. We wish him a speedy recovery, and hope to see 
him active on the local committee again soon. 

QLD
It has been a busy time for SPA Queensland. On 27 Au-
gust, Jane O’Sullivan and Simon Cole ran a SPA stall at 
the Wildlife Expo Scenic Rim 2022 in Boonah with great 
engagement from the locals. It was a great opportunity 
to build and deepen awareness about population. The 
organisers were supportive enough to not only offer a 
stall but invited Jane to present, which she did to a very 
engaged and appreciative crowd.

 
Simon Cole and Vaithehi Subendranathan

On 6 September, Jane O’Sullivan presented on the popu-
lation Ponzi at The Brisbane Dialogues, which is a forum 
for stimulate genuine dialogue about big ideas and is-
sues. The thoughtful, civil and curious crowd responded 
really well. A special thanks to SPA member Jackie Po-
etzscher for her facilitation of SPA’s invite into this im-
pressive new forum that felt as far from the commercial 
media echo chamber as could be.

On 9 October, Simon Cole and Vaithehi Subendrana-
than (pictured) attended the Ipswich Sustainability 
Week Handcraft Market Day and actively canvassed at-
tendees with a new custom shorter SPA brochure and 
best of all SPA conversations. Ipswich, like all of South 
East Queensland, is groaning under intense population 
growth and the locals were very receptive to our mes-
sage. While it is not always for the faint hearted, face to 
face outreach remains one of the best things we can do 
for our cause. 

Edward Smith

ACT
In the last three months we have held two Committee 
meetings via Zoom. While we are keen to hold anoth-
er public seminar, as always, the challenge is to find a 
speaker.

mailto:kaysdunne%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:poitgm%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:poitgm%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Branch News
All committee members have been requested to think 
about speakers and or topics which will garner the inter-
est of the wider membership. Given the proximity of the 
festive season, however, it may be difficult to find a suit-
able time and speaker to hold a public seminar.

A number of invitations have been extended to the wid-
er membership to join the Committee. In this regard, we 
have much in common with other voluntary organisa-
tions which struggle to get members to join their com-
mittees.

We had considerable discussion about the absence of 
any representatives of organisations such as SPA at the 
recent Jobs and Skills Summit. In particular, the widely 
anticipated big increase in the skilled intake became a 
reality. It came with a total absence of the impacts of this 
increased intake on housing supply and prices, traffic 
congestion and ongoing loss of open space and biodi-
versity. The recent State of the Environment Report high-
lighted this.

Our committee now meets on a bi-monthly basis.

Colin Lyons

WA
Warwick Boardman, attended the Conservation Council 
of WA AGM where he managed to engage with several 
people and distributed a number of books. Unfortunate-
ly our new banner and tablecloth had not arrived in time 
for this function. Warwick continues to write to politi-
cians and Robert Boni contributes to the daily SPA Pop-
forum. Meanwhile I have been checking out billboard/
bus advertising but that appears to be way out of our 
league. I’m also checking out bumper stickers that, in fu-
ture, I’m calling wheely bin stickers.

Judith Odgaard

VIC/TAS
We had a pleasant get together at lunch at the beginning 
of October. It was decided that Victoria will host the na-
tional AGM next March or April so watch this space.

Graeme Dennerstein

Have you joined PopForum?
Member PopForum is an email-based discussion group for SPA members only. It is active with SPA enthusiasts 
and is a great way to keep up-to-date about the latest media articles, research and debates. To subscribe email,  
popforum+subscribe@groups.io   An email with instructions will follow, or visit groups.io/g/popforum

mailto:popforum%2Bsubscribe%40groups.io?subject=
http://groups.io/g/popforum
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Sister Organisation

About SPA
Website: www.population.org.au

The SPA newsletter is now published every four months: in 
February, May, August and November. Members are welcome 
to submit material to the editor, to be published at the edi-
tor’s discretion.

Newsletter editor: Jenny Goldie 
editor@population.org.au 
Letters to editor welcome but 300 words maximum and in 
electronic form!

Membership applications and renewals should be done via 
the SPA website or sent to the national office. General inqui-
ries should also go to the national office. 

SPA national office 

PO Box 85, Deakin West ACT 2600 
phone: 0434 962 305 
email: info@population.org.au 

SPA national office bearers

President: Jenny Goldie | 0401 921 453  
president@population.org.au

Vice-president: Peter Cook | vp@population.org.au

Meetings secretary: Sandra Kanck | (08) 8336 4114  
meetingsecretary@population.org.au

Treasurer: Tony Matta | treasurer@population.org.au

Committee: Jane O’Sullivan | Alan Jones | Graham Clews 
 Stephen Saunders | Robyn Wood

Webmaster: Alex Geppert 
webmaster@population.org.au

Membership officer: Andrew Verlei 
membership@population.org.au 

Trustees of the Population Fund

Sandra Kanck | Tony Matta | Jenny Goldie 

Regional branches

NSW President: Graham Wood 
nsw@population.org.au

WA President: Judith Odgaard | 0477 002 821 
wa@population.org.au

VIC/TAS President:  
Graeme Dennerstein | (03) 9379 7777 (AH) 
vic@population.org.au

ACT President: Colin Lyons | 0434 531 449 
act@population.org.au

QLD President: Edward Smith 
qld@population.org.au

SA/NT President: Peter Martin 
sa@population.org.au 

Disclaimer

While every effort has been made to ensure the reliability of 
the information contained in this newsletter, the opinions ex-
pressed are those of the various authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of either SPA or the editor.

Continued from page 6 

SPA:  Family planning is not the only focus of W4C, also 
integrating nature conservation and sustainable liveli-
hoods.  Tell us a little more about these initiatives.  

ICL: When women are offered environmental careers 
such as forest guards, bird guides, artisans, and ecotour-
ism hosts, they are passionate about doing work that will 
economically benefit their children, families, and com-
munities while also protecting the invaluable natural re-
sources that can sustainably provide for their children 
and grandchildren to come. Women have a direct role in 
the education of future generations, which amplifies the 
impact of providing them with environmental education 
and training. 

By combining nature conservation with women’s em-
powerment, we can multiply our impact, increase holis-
tic community wellbeing, and invest in an environmen-
tally conscious future generation. 

SPA:  If Australians would like to support the work of 
Women for Conversation, what can they do?

ICL: You can stay up to date with our Newsletter by sign-
ing up with your email address on our website. Please 
contact us if you would like to volunteer remotely or 
donate to our organisation so that we can continue our 
work in these areas. 

We are always looking for opportunities to showcase 
our work, whether it be interviews, podcasts, articles, 
or books. Support us by following our social media ac-
counts and sharing with friends. 

More information about Women 
for Conversation can be found on 
https://womenforconservation.
org.  

The full transcript of the interview 
will be published soon on the SPA 
website.

http://www.population.org.au
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