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China’s population of 1.4 billion shrank by two million last year 
and is projected to more than halve by the end of the century. 
Meanwhile, Australia’s population grew by 624,100 people with 
a growth rate of 2.4 per cent, equivalent to rates in developing 
countries such as Sierra Leone, Ethiopia and the Republic of 
Congo. 

Net overseas migration of over half a million made up four-
fifths of Australia’s population growth rate. Were Australia to 
maintain a growth rate of 2.4 per cent, our numbers would 
double from 27 million to 54 million in 29 years, that is, by mid-
century. Fortunately, that is unlikely as even the Albanese gov-
ernment has recognised that a half million migrant intake is 
not sustainable. It has promised to halve the number in two 
years, but even a quarter million is way too much.

Australia’s natural increase (births minus deaths) is still over 
100,000 but falling thanks to the total fertility rate (TFR) being 
1.6, below the replacement rate of 2.1 required to maintain 
population numbers in the absence of immigration. It will take 
a few more years, however, before natural increase goes nega-
tive. 

China has a much lower TFR - of 1.0 - despite abandoning its 
one child policy in 2016 and introducing three-child-policy in 
2021 in an effort to lift the birth rate.  Ironically, the TFR was 
1.66 during the years of the one-child-policy but fell in the 
2020s. The current very low rate can be attributed to many 
people delaying marriage or choosing not to have children, 
and the high costs of educating children in cities in a highly 
competitive academic environment. 

China is not alone in a falling population. Japan’s population 
has been declining for 14 years now, with a drop of 800,000 
across the country to 122.42 million in 2022. Japan’s TFR is 1.37 
births per woman while Taiwan is just below Japan with 1.24, 
and neighbouring South Korea has the world’s lowest rate at 
just 0.78. Despite the fears of economists and demographers, 
the national economies of each country have not collapsed: 
China is ranked second strongest in the world; Japan third, 
South Korea 13th and Taiwan 21st. And as Jane O’Sullivan notes 
in her article (next page), countries in eastern Europe and east 
Asia that already have shrinking populations are doing much 
better than Australia on most economic and wellbeing trends.

In a perfect world, very low fertility rates would be a cause for 
concern because they distort the age structure excessively, 
that is, they cause rapid ageing of the population. But we do 
not live in a perfect world; we live in a world with significant 
climate and biodiversity crises. Falling populations may be ex-
actly what we need! 

In December, when the United Nations' annual climate sum-
mit, COP28, was happening in Dubai, Earth Overshoot’s Terry 
Spahr published a slightly ironic article No need to hold COP 
29: Just follow Japan’s lead! Spahr pointed out that the typical 
Japanese citizen’s CO2 emissions had barely fallen since 2010. 
Yet in the seven years in Japan from 2013 through 2019, the 
country’s CO2 emissions dropped substantially by 26 million 
tons annually.

What led to this dramatic decline in emissions?

Japan’s solution, Spahr explained, has come about uninten-
tionally and unexpectedly through its declining population. The 
country’s population  peaked in 2009  and has been declining 
ever since. Its net decline of 2,435,000 people between 2013 
and 2019 accounts for the reduction in annual emissions. 

Spahr suggests that were Japan’s example followed every-
where, we wouldn’t need a COP 29, 30 or 31.  

Perhaps Australia’s Minister for Climate Change and Energy, 
Chris Bowen, would take note and urge his colleagues to aban-
don Big Australia, if only for the sake of meeting our emission 
reduction targets!  JG
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Australia added 518,100 people 
through net migration in the 2022-
23 financial year, according to  new 
data  from the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS). This is a record high by 
a very wide margin. The strain is obvi-
ous to all, in the rental crisis and infra-
structure crowding.

The Albanese government knows 
this is both unsustainable and deep-
ly unpopular with voters. Hence, the 
headlines announcing the govern-
ment’s new  Migration Strategy  last 

week claimed they would bring migration down to ‘sustain-
able’ levels.

Looking beyond the hype, there’s very little in the announced 
measures that will ensure lower immigration. Changes focus 
more on the quality of migrants rather than the quantity, 
but there are still no caps on the number of international 
students or temporary workers.

Nevertheless, immigration is likely to come down next year. 
The government is hoping to take the credit for this, but it’s 
really due to the pandemic aberration settling down. Lots 
of temporary migrants left in 2020, so they weren’t here to 
leave in 2021 and 2022. As a result, the net intake (arrivals 
minus departures) was much higher even though the total 
arrivals weren’t much above pre-Covid levels.

The government expects net migration to settle back to near 
the pre-Covid level, around 235,000 annually. This seems 
like wishful thinking, since a number of the changes they 
have made increase the inflow and length of stay. These 
range from a free trade agreement with India that exempts 
Indians from some of the new changes, to easier pathways 
to citizenship for New Zealanders and more permanent vi-
sas for low-skilled workers in agriculture and aged care.

So don’t hold your breath waiting for immigration to return 
to ‘sustainable levels’. To achieve that goal, the government 
needs to be much more assertive.

What would a sustainable level of immigration be? The main 
criterion for sustainability is that migration should be low 
enough to allow Australia’s population to stop growing. 
Nothing can grow for ever on a finite resource base, and 
the more we grow from now, the more we lose in terms of 
environmental health and quality of life.

To stop growing, each generation needs to be no bigger than 
the last. Happily, Australians choose to have relatively small 
families, averaging below the ‘replacement level’ of roughly 
2.1 children per woman. This leaves a little room for net mi-
gration, to ‘top up’ the next generation.

This chart shows how the sustainable level of net overseas 
migration (NOM) depends on total fertility rate (average 
number of children women bear in their lifetime). The calcu-
lation assumes Australia’s 2020 life expectancy (83.2 years) 
and current population (around 26.8 million).

Last year, fertility fell to 1.58, the lowest recorded in Austra-

lia. At this fertility rate, sustainable immigration would be 
77,700.

Fertility has varied quite widely this century, with the ‘baby 
bonus’ contributing to a sudden increase from 1.75 in 2003 
to 1.98 in 2008. Since then, it has gradually declined. A re-
bound to 1.8 children per woman would bring sustainable 
immigration down to 43,500 annually.

If fertility stays below 1.7, sustainability would be found in 
the range of 60,000–80,000 NOM. The population wouldn’t 
stop growing straight away: births still exceeded deaths by 
106,000 last year. But that number is gradually dropping as 
the baby-boomer generation reaches the end of life.

It follows that anything higher than 80,000 is not sustain-
able. A responsible immigration policy should limit perma-
nent visas below this level, and ensure the pool of tempo-
rary migrants stabilises also.

These levels were fairly typical during the post-WWII de-
cades, when Australia was still seen as an ‘immigration na-
tion’. They are far from being a closed-door policy. They only 
seem low in comparison to the astronomically high immi-
gration we have been enduring over the past two decades.

How could the economy endure such low immigration?

The media would have you believe that low immigration 
and an end to population growth would be an economic 
catastrophe. However, the countries in eastern Europe and 
east Asia that already have shrinking populations are doing 
much better than Australia on most economic and wellbeing 
trends.

What skills shortages we have are mostly caused by the 
surge in population increasing demand for certain services, 
particularly in the construction industry. Other claimed la-
bour shortages stem from decades of migrant labour ex-
ploitation meaning employers are unaccustomed to paying 
a competitive wage. The proliferation of low-wage work in 
Australia, to absorb the many migrants whose skills are not 
really in demand, has contributed to sluggish productivity 
growth.

Opinion

Jane O'Sullivan. Photo - 
Great Transition Initiative

What is a sustainable immigration level anyway?
by Jane O'Sullivan

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release
https://tapri.org.au/why-voters-are-being-ignored-on-immigration/
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/programs-subsite/migration-strategy/Documents/migration-strategy.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-12-10/migration-strategy-anthony-albanese-martin-parkinson-intake/103210216
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-12-10/migration-strategy-anthony-albanese-martin-parkinson-intake/103210216
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australia-and-india-have-signed-a-new-migration-deal-heres-what-we-know/3qmk7glj3
https://thepienews.com/news/indians-exempt-from-aus-student-visa-changes/
https://thepienews.com/news/indians-exempt-from-aus-student-visa-changes/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/aug/13/more-than-15000-new-zealanders-apply-for-australian-citizenship-in-six-weeks
https://www.themandarin.com.au/203733-october-budget-expands-migration-program-by-another-3000/
https://www.themandarin.com.au/203733-october-budget-expands-migration-program-by-another-3000/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-02223-7
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Alan Kohler’s Quarterly Essay is instructive on housing issues – less so solutions.
by Stephen Saunders and Jane O’Sullivan for Sustainable Population Australia

A tight labour market is a very good thing. The labour mar-
ket should ensure that everyone is put to the best pos-
sible use and receives the best possible remuneration. To 
achieve this, there must be unfilled jobs so that employers 
bid up the offers to job-seekers and invest in equipment to 
improve productivity of their workers.

This is the opposite of the employer-centric view, where we 
need a “reserve army of unemployed labour” as Karl Marx 
put it, to bid down wages and ensure maximum profits. It 
should be obvious by now that the balance has tipped too 
far in favour of employers, with the average worker going 
backwards against the cost of living while profits reach new 
heights. No wonder the Business Council invests so heavily 
in promoting high immigration.

Many people fear that population ageing will mean insuf-
ficient workers, unless we maintain high immigration. This 
is a sticky myth, also promoted by big business. High  im-
migration is a very inefficient means of addressing ageing: a 

lot of population growth is needed to achieve a small reduc-
tion in the proportion of retirees. The public infrastructure 
needed to accommodate this growth costs more than the 
pensions and aged-care  avoided. With the difference, we 
could restore university funding to compensate them for 
lower international student numbers.

In the end, sustainability is not negotiable. It is just a ques-
tion of when we decide that further growth is not in our 
interests. The more we grow, the more we lose, in environ-
mental health and public amenity, in access to decent hous-
ing and an egalitarian society. But incremental change lulls 
us in a classic example of the boiling frog syndrome.

With this year’s sudden explosion of immigration bringing 
negative consequences into focus, now is a great time to re-
consider the settings. Let’s not be deceived by political spin 
about ‘sustainable immigration’.

This article appeared in John Menadue’s ‘Pearls and Irritations’ 
on 30 December 2023.

This timely essay highlights rank political 
failure to address housing unaffordability. 
Its solutions, however, don’t reckon with 
our reckless population and environmental 
overshoots. 

Kohler is a financial journalist and ABC TV 
personality. Much is right about his Black 
Inc Quarterly Essay, The Great Divide: Aus-
tralia’s housing mess and how to fix it. Yet 
he underestimates the post-COVID mess. 
His fixes are likely to prove ineffectual. 

He finds “dysfunctional” attitudes to land 
speculation, in the 1880s land rush, trig-
gered by the 1850s gold-rush baby-boom 
coming of age. After that bubble crashed, 
Melbourne real estate took “sixty years” 
to regain peak 1889 prices. 

In his Figure 3, Australia’s “real” house-
price index went along quietly from 1860 
to 1950 but doubled after 2000. 

Kohler bought his first Melbourne home in 1980, at $40,000, 
a couple of multiples of earnings. Steve Saunders also bought 
in Melbourne at $40,000, in 1978. Dumb luck. 

Now, Australian houses are less home and hearth, more 
“speculative investment assets”. The price of houses is the 
bedrock of Australians’ perceptions of wealth. Although, it is a 
cake they cannot both have and eat. 

In Kohler’s number-crunching, it’s now nigh impossible for 
an “average millennial family…to buy a home for the national 
median price”.  As recently as 2000, this was “doable”.  

Stepping into the breach is “Bank of Mum and Dad” - now a 
major national home-lender. 

Evidently, this entrenches “housing inequality”. What rubs 
it in for poorer Australians is the record-low rental vacancy 

rates (Figure 5). Pushing many renters, from 
lacking security of tenure, to having no home 
at all. 

According to Kohler, Australia’s decades-long 
world-level housing unaffordability is a “stun-
ning failure”, leaders usually worsening the 
problems. No quarrel with that summary. 

Supply side analysis

Three chapters cover supply-side housing 
problems.  

First comes “Public Housing”. Would you be-
lieve, PM John Curtin price-controlled “house 
and land purchases” in 1942. But war, we 
note, had virtually halted immigration. 

The 1945 Commonwealth State Housing 
Agreement began our “first and only serious” 
national housing policy. But 1945, we note, 
also introduced populate or perish. Labor’s 

Arthur Calwell aspired to 2% annual population growth. 

By 1949, Bob Menzies wanted “little capitalists” to own their 
homes. Hence, most public housing became private housing. 
Post war through to 1966, was our largest ever increase in 
home ownership. 

By 1978, under Malcolm Fraser, public housing was no longer 
a “right” but only “welfare for the neediest”. 

Fast forward to 2022, and Albanese’s “Housing Accord”. Fit-
tingly, Kohler calls this out, as not fit for purpose.  

His next problem is “Australia’s Crowded Sprawl”. Despite 
endless attempts at “decentralisation”, almost all the growth 
has merely increased the girth, of our already-bloated major 
cities.  

Kohler blames this failure, on the post-1945 success of com-
muter cars, against failure of regional (and commuter) rail. 

https://population.org.au/discussion-papers/ageing/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2018.08.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2018.08.015
https://population.org.au/discussion-papers/ageing/
https://population.org.au/discussion-papers/ageing/
https://population.org.au/discussion-papers/ageing/
https://johnmenadue.com/what-is-a-sustainable-immigration-level-anyway/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Kohler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Kohler
https://www.blackincbooks.com.au/books/great-divide
https://www.naa.gov.au/learn/learning-resources/learning-resource-themes/society-and-culture/migration-and-multiculturalism/populate-or-perish-australias-postwar-migration-program
http://static.moadoph.gov.au/ophgovau/media/images/apmc/docs/OPL/115-Opposition-Leader-CALWELL.pdf
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But ever since 1945, Sydney 
and Melbourne have swal-
lowed roughly 40% of Austra-
lia’s growing population. Real-
istically, under today’s massive 
migration, this will continue. 
Migrants primarily go to Syd-
ney, Melbourne, other cities. 
Makes sense. 

Kohler’s third problem is “State 
and Local Governments”. 

“Federal government and 
banks encourage demand for 
[real estate]”, he writes, “state 

and local governments restrict supply.” 

His evidence for this: “In 2018, researchers at the RBA figured 
out that zoning restrictions raised the average price of de-
tached houses by 73% in Sydney, 69% in Melbourne.”

This exaggerated claim doesn’t pass the pub test. Housing 
economist Cameron Murray has debunked the RBA’s re-
search methods soundly and repeatedly. 

Bad analyses never die, laments Murray, if they’re convenient 
for vested interests. In this case, primarily developers, want-
ing greater deregulation. 

Murray has also demonstrated, that most developers have 
decades worth of approved house lots “banked”, which they 
drip-feed to the market. 

Kohler later acknowledges this developer “cartel” as a big 
problem. But he doesn’t make the connection, that therefore, 
local-government zoning cannot be the bottleneck. 

His solution of a “more permissive and faster planning sys-
tem” will do little, other than to disenfranchise residents and 
hasten the erosion of public amenity.

Co-author of the RBA paper, Peter Tulip, is now chief econo-
mist at the Centre for Independent Studies. Revealing himself 
to be an unalloyed immigration spruiker. 

We agree, there’s room for more medium density, closer to 
city centres. Sure, it’s not easy, for individual builders to win 
planning variations. 

What Kohler doesn’t highlight is that, by OECD standards, 
Australia is already a champion home-builder. We would 
have to be, wouldn’t we, to sustain population growth at sev-
eral times the OECD average? 

Unfortunately, as above, we’re also a champion land banker. 
Kohler’s suggestion of “involving” the toothless ACCC won’t 
help.

Demand side analysis

Labor’s wholehearted embrace of neo-liberalism under the 
Hawke-Keating government set the scene for bipartisan Big 
Australia. 

In a 1994 interview, Hawke admitted a tacit agreement with 
the Coalition, to keep (big) immigration out of election cam-
paigns. Both sides knew it was unpopular with voters. 

But 2000 is Kohler’s ground zero, for “explosion” of housing 
demand, following John Howard’s halving of the capital-gains 
tax in 1999. On top of Hawke’s (1987) reinstatement of nega-
tive gearing. 

Also in 2000, Howard reinstated first-home buyer grants. 
Quoting Saul Eslake, this policy lumbers on, despite “incon-
trovertible evidence” it only inflates prices further. 

Falling RBA cash rates over 2001-2003 prevented homebuy-
ers from feeling the pinch - but pushed investors from “shares 
to property”. 

Low rates were pushed even lower, to buoy the economy, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. With RBA assuring homebuy-
ers, the near-zero interest rates wouldn’t increase until 2024. 

But that was before the COVID stimulus triggered inflation. 
Kohler lambastes RBA’s 2-3% inflation target as zombie poli-
cy, conceived thirty years ago, when interest rates were much 
higher. 

As a final demand factor, Kohler notes, “Between 2003 and 
2009, net migration tripled, but Australia’s new open door 
was not matched by supply of new houses”. 

But, in 2023, Albanese pushed population-increase way 
past half a million (Figure 11). Just as dwelling completions 
slumped. 

Net migration has surged past 500,000. It’s worse than Big 
Australia - it’s “Huge Australia”. 

Kohler rather underplays this post-COVID immigration del-
uge. But then, its impacts haven’t yet played out. 

The Kohler solutions

As Kohler notes, 65% of dwellings are still owner-occupied, 
35% rented. It is assumed by all, that homeowners want pric-
es to keep rising. As if, two-thirds of us favour “restricting the 
supply of houses”. 

Laudably, Kohler suggests, government should aim to return 
house prices to “three to four times average incomes”. The 
only way to do that, he reckons, is keep house prices static for 
15-20 years, while incomes catch up. 

You’d want to “limit negative gearing to newly built houses” 
and “cut capital gains discount to 25%”. 

But why not just restore full taxability of an inflation-adjusted 
profit, as was the case previously? 

To defuse the pressure from immigration, Kohler suggests 
capping migration at “two-and-a-half times the number of 
housing approvals”. This is based on average occupancy 
around 2.5 people per dwelling. 

It’s sound logic, as far as it goes, but it presumes housing un-
affordability is the only major negative of high immigration. 
If we can build housing faster, why not also, just fill ’em up?

Where are we to locate all these people? Kohler suggests in-
vestments in regional fast trains could unlock vast potential, 
for sprawl around satellite towns. 

He thus discounts, environmental and amenity costs of popu-
lation expansion. 

Tongue in cheek, that wasn’t his brief – didn’t he just “fix” 
housing? 

Maybe next year, he could “fix” water policy, despite un-
checked population growth? And get greenhouse gas emis-
sions down, even as our demand for energy inevitably grows. 

Alan Kohler

Continued on page 12

https://www.fresheconomicthinking.com/p/bad-housing-economics-never-dies
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/06/developer-land-banking-drives-australias-housing-shortage/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/10/meet-peter-tulip-new-chief-immigration-gaslighter/
https://www.oecd.org/els/family/HM1-1-Housing-stock-and-construction.pdf
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/06/developer-land-banking-drives-australias-housing-shortage/
https://tapri.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Guardians-FinalV3.pdf
https://tapri.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Guardians-FinalV3.pdf
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/12/immigration-surge-pushes-rent-inflation-higher/
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The problem with Abul Rizvi
by Stephen Saunders for SPA

“Independent” expert Abul Rizvi has 
served government and business for 
many years, reinforcing high levels of 
supposedly “skilled” migration but dis-
counting electors and the environment 
in the process.

Rizvi is everywhere, a go-to for ABC, 
Guardian, Nine, the media. He enjoys 
pulpits - at Independent Australia and 
Pearls & Irritations. 

Occasionally, for “balance”, the media 
consult contrasting authorities; ones 

who query the Big Australia immigration deluge of 2007-2020, 
or the Huge Australia of 2022-till-whenever. 

Huge Australia is economic and environmental tunnel-vision. 
Yet voters, unlike Treasury, don’t want this. It trashes their liv-
ing standards, and exacerbates the housing crisis. 

No wonder Rizvi’s aligned “advice” is preferred. 

Rizvi is a former Immigration Deputy Secretary, Public Service 
Medallist (PSM) and Centenary Medallist. He has a PhD on Im-
migration. 

“Incredibly generous in sharing that knowledge, through the 
advice and feedback he willingly gives to any politician who 
cares enough to listen.” That’s Labor’s Kristina Keneally in Par-
liament, broadcasting Rizvi shtick. In his own humblebrag, he’s 
the “dark skinned bloke with a funny Muslim name”. 

Boasts he, when managing 1990s’ migration, Rizvi convinced 
“dog whistler” John Howard that increasing “skilled” migra-
tion would slow “population ageing” and fix “skill shortages”.    
Hmm, migrants haven’t really made Australia younger. Busi-
ness eternally craves more, supposedly to boost skills when, 
actually, it is to flatten wages. 

Rivzi’s multicultural brand brushes off intermittent stumbles. 
During COVID 2020, he staked a claim that over the 2020s, 
there was “no chance” of regaining 200,000 net-migration. 
Wrong. 

Morrison and Albanese exploited the COVID migration-freeze 
with Treasury gaslighting about “catching up” on “lost” mi-
grants. 

Net migration was negative 85,000, in COVID 2020-21. It som-
ersaulted to plus 171,000 under Morrison in 2021-22. Then 
the 518,000 avalanche, under Albanese in 2022-23, blindsided 
Rizvi. 

By October 2023, even he said, ease up. 225,000 was about 
right, though 150,000 was “as low” as you could go. 

Untrue. Before John Howard floored the pedal, net migration 
clustered around 80,000 - 120,000. 80,000 is the post-1901 av-
erage. The 20th century average is 50,000 plus. 

Rizvi also trotted out, that government has “never” had a “long 
term” net migration target. This is untrue. It’s in Treasury Bud-
gets, Intergenerational Reports and Population Statements. 
Treasurer Chalmers copied his long-term target (235,000) from 
Treasurer Frydenberg. He also printed 235,000, as his October 
Budget estimate for 2022-23. 

Accidentally-on-purpose, Chalmers slalomed to 300,000 – 
whoops 400,000 – emerging north of 500,000. It was a scandal. 

At Pearls & Irritations, Rizvi pinned the scandal onto Peter Dut-
ton. Supposedly, the Chalmers half-million “guarantees” an 
“ugly election” in 2025, claimed Rizvi.  

This Independent Australia piece is also typical. “Did the Morri-
son Government have a housing plan to accommodate the extra 
500,000 people in 2023?” No, they didn’t. But neither would they 
have matched Albanese Labor’s “visa backlog” mania which 
Rizvi helped seed. 

Rizvi slams the Coalition’s dereliction of visa integrity. Fair 
enough - but what about Albanese? He of 2.2 million visas, 0.85 
million student/graduate visas, and 0.5 million net-migration.  

Even 20 months after the election, Rizvi stubbornly claims, La-
bor’s mending the Coalition “visa mess” and getting migration 
“under control”. It’s the same bedtime-story as Labor - fixing a 
“broken system”.

Albanese’s astronomical numbers mock Rizvi’s hand-wringing 
over wage theft and immigration compliance. Where’s the lat-
ter’s citizenly concern over the former’s treacherous “qualifica-
tions” and “mobility” deals with India? 

Rizvi’s comfort zone is his old department’s “permanent” mi-
gration, supposedly “capped” at 195,000 places in 2022-23. But 
most permanent “outcomes” are already camped in Australia. 
Officials just managed the visa-stamping, to finish on 195,004. 
Cute - give them a Public Service Medal.

For 2023-24, the department has 137,000 visa places in the 
“skill” stream, but roughly 40% will be dependents, not princi-
pal applicants. 

And how many principal applicants will have highly paid and 
scarce skills? The Home Affairs reports are vague. 

For population purposes, what matters is net migration, which 
is running twice as high as permanent. Half of this is interna-
tional students. Beyond that, the Treasury reports are equally 
vague.  Although, according to the Reserve Bank of Australia, 
net migration is dominated by unskilled not skilled workers.  

Before Albanese had even released his fake “halve migration” 
crackdown of December 2023, Rizvi manifested on Ten News 

and elsewhere, massag-
ing a quarter-million as 
the new normal net mi-
gration. 

To at all stabilise popu-
lation and the environ-
ment, however, net mi-
gration should be 80,000 
and less. Rizvi would nev-
er say that - neither would 
Dutton or Albanese. 

Rizvi is boss steer in Aus-
tralia’s well-fed herd of 
immigration influencers. 
They side with power, not 
people. 

Stephen Saunders. Photo - 
Independent Australia

Abul Rizvi. Photo - Independent Australia

https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/11/so-much-for-migrants-making-australia-younger/
https://www.bca.com.au/migration_essential_for_our_national_prosperity
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/01/australians-to-suffer-another-year-of-falling-wages/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/09/abul-rizvi-loses-immigration-narrative/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jul/07/coronavirus-means-australia-wont-meet-migration-forecasts-for-a-decade
https://population.org.au/media-releases/treasury-is-gaslighting-the-australian-people-on-population/
https://www.news.com.au/travel/travel-updates/big-catchup-migration-intake-soars-to-highest-level-ever-recorded-as-foreign-students-backpackers-arrive-in-droves/news-story/9e1ee9abde4f314e99b23c0578f98fa6
https://johnmenadue.com/will-number-of-temporary-entrants-in-australia-continue-to-rise/
https://www.3aw.com.au/former-immigration-department-deputy-secretary-sounds-alarm-over-record-migration/
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp1617/Quick_Guides/MigrationStatistics
https://www.3aw.com.au/former-immigration-department-deputy-secretary-sounds-alarm-over-record-migration/
https://johnmenadue.com/net-migration-of-500000-guarantees-an-ugly-immigration-election/
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/shadow-minister-dan-tehan-slams-labors-immigration-policy,18081
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/AndrewGiles/Pages/processing-more-visas-faster.aspx
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australias-visa-backlog-and-how-the-new-government-plans-to-fix-it/8c5lph9za
https://www.themandarin.com.au/220221-did-the-budget-do-enough-to-restore-visa-integrity/
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/albanese-government-still-pushing-to-mend-coalitions-student-visa-mess,18213
https://johnmenadue.com/different-views-of-australias-population-from-agencies-in-the-same-portfolio/
https://ministers.education.gov.au/oneil/fixing-australias-broken-migration-system
https://lc.linkedin.com/posts/abul-rizvi-8489b697_labor-repudiating-wage-theft-election-promise-activity-7063471210931630080-toh-
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/labor-governments-2024-challenge-to-restore-visa-integrity,18204
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-05-24/australia-and-india-sign-new-migration-and-mobility-deal/102388968
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/05/mad-albos-indian-deluge-pumps-giant-australia/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/research-and-stats/files/report-migration-program-2022-23.pdf
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/what-we-do/migration-program-planning-levels
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/migration-system-aust-future-submissions/g-l/Grattan_Institute.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/research-and-stats/files/report-migration-program-2022-23.pdf
https://population.gov.au/sites/population.gov.au/files/2023-12/2023-population-statement.pdf
https://population.gov.au/sites/population.gov.au/files/2023-12/2023-population-statement.pdf
https://population.gov.au/sites/population.gov.au/files/2023-12/2023-population-statement.pdf
https://www.rba.gov.au/information/foi/disclosure-log/pdf/212202.pdf
https://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=22779&page=0
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/australia-s-migrant-intake-blew-out-to-510-000-students-are-central-to-the-plan-to-halve-that-20231210-p5eqcg.html
https://twitter.com/10NewsFirst/status/1733369976990454087
https://www.crispinhull.com.au/2023/12/18/beware-the-new-normal/#more-12861
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/biodiversity/pressures/population
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/biodiversity/pressures/population
https://johnmenadue.com/what-is-a-sustainable-immigration-level-anyway/
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Campaign update

While 2023 was a dark year with regard to Australia’s popu-
lation policy, one silver lining was that an outraged Aus-
tralian community responded very well to our awareness-
raising campaigns launched last year.

SPA teamed up with Media Precinct to launch two online 
awareness campaigns during 2023.  Millions of Austra-
lian saw and engaged with our message ‘We Need to Talk 
About Population’ across social media, YouTube, CatchUp 
TV and online media advertisements. Phase two of our 
awareness campaign, which ran from October to just be-
fore Christmas, gave us some very impressive results.  It 
was successfully delivered over 8.5 million ads to people 
living in NSW and WA. Our messaging resonated with our 
audience, generating over 20,000 clicks to the website, ulti-
mately increasing brand awareness.

This has had numerous benefits for SPA. While our mem-
bership numbers hold steady, our supporters quadrupled 
in 2023 alone.  Our social media followers increased by 
around 7% between November and January across our 
four platforms.  Donations went up in 2023 compared to 
2022.

This would not have been possible without the knowledge, 
expertise and dedication from Media Precinct, who I had 
the pleasure of finally meeting in person at their office in 
Chippendale when I visited Sydney in last November.  

 
Michael Bayliss outside the Media Precinct/Resolve office with the MP team.

Despite these successes, it is clear that the next twelve 
months are going to be ‘make or break’ for population pol-
icy in Australia.  Australians are angry about the ongoing 
Big Australia agenda and are seeking leadership.    In other 
words, it is time we move from ‘awareness building’ cam-
paigning toward ‘action’ based campaigning.

You may have received my new year’s email in January 
which detailed our new campaign slogan ‘Say No to a Big 
Australia!’  We are strongly encouraging Australians to 
take effective but easy actions, such as signing our posi-
tion statement on population.   At time of writing, we have 
nearly 2,000 signatures.  With your support, we can reach 

10,000 signatures by the end of this year.  If SPA can dem-
onstrate that we have the backing of the Australian public, 
it makes our political lobbying efforts all the more effective.

 
New branding graphic for SPA 2024 campaigns.

I have been rolling out the campaign in collaboration with 
our Social Media and Promotions coordinator Martin Tye 
and the Membership and Marketing Committee.  These 
include new flyers featuring our new slogan and QR code 
links to the position statement, FAQS and our population 
myths page. If you are keen to drop a few flyers into let-
terboxes, hand out at train stations, or distribute among 
your networks, email positionstatement@population.org.
au with your interest and we will be pleased to post to you.   
We are also in talks with media organisations around pos-
sible collaborations with this new campaign direction.  

In November 2023, I attended the New Economy Network 
Australia (NENA) conference in Canberra, ‘Life After Capi-
talism.’   I gave a presentation on Australia’s housing crisis, 
based on SPA’s briefing note ‘The Housing Crisis is a Popu-
lation Crisis’ that I co-wrote with Jane O’Sullivan earlier that 
year.  I am happy to share that, despite my talk being sched-
uled for the afternoon of the last day of the conference, it 
was nevertheless well attended and people were engaged, 
with some good questions during the Q&A.  I also attended 
the conference to record live for the Post-Growth Australia 
Podcast, which SPA supports.  The episode contains a wide 
collage of presentations and 1:1 interviews, including rec-
ognisable names such as comedian Tom Ballard. 

Michael Bayliss at the NENA conference.

Dear Members, Supporters, Friends

https://population.org.au/sign-the-spa-position-statement/
https://population.org.au/sign-the-spa-position-statement/
mailto:positionstatement@population.org.au
mailto:positionstatement@population.org.au
https://population.org.au/briefing-notes/the-housing-crisis-is-a-population-growth-crisis/
https://population.org.au/briefing-notes/the-housing-crisis-is-a-population-growth-crisis/
https://pgap.fireside.fm/nena2023
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Campaign update
It was a pleasure to see and catch up with many new and 
familiar SPA faces in Canberra, both in and out of the 
conference.  I would like to particularly acknowledge SPA 
members  Jonathan Miller and Rod Taylor, both of whom 
presented at the NENA conference. Rod had just complet-
ed a SPA supported ‘speaking tour’ of Adelaide and Bris-
bane on the topic ‘Rethinking Sustainability.’  

In December, I experimented with some new media release 
strategies which appeared to work favourably for us. While 
Jane O’Sullivan was interviewed on Radio Interview, I was 
interviewed on Sky News. I hope this renaissance in me-
dia attention for our message carries for our future media 
releases in 2024!  Many thanks to our National President 
Jenny Goldie who writes the majority of our releases with 
support from the National Executive Committee.   Also, a 
nod to Martin Tye who was interviewed in a recent edition 
of the ‘Backbench Drivers’ podcast.

In wrapping up 2023, I’ll mention one more highlight, which 
was SPA’s presence at the COP28 Conference in Dubai.  In 
cooperation with the Ugandan based Ecological Christian 

Organisation (ECO), Jane O’Sullivan organised for a one day 
exhibit booth, and an opportunity for ECO’s CEO Isaac Ka-
bono to talk about family planning at a side event.  This can 
be read in more detail at our website.  People often ask 
me as to what SPA is doing about global population.  While 
SPA’s focus at the moment is on the escalating national 
population crisis, we do our best to juggle many projects 
covering all aspects of overpopulation, despite our limited 
resources.

SPA wouldn’t have been able to achieve any of the above 
were it not for the support of our members and support-
ers.  Your donations help us fund marketing campaigns 
that make a difference.  Our volunteers, office bearers and 
committee members are the power that makes the SPA 
engine keep running.  As always, I am always impressed by 
the number and quality of letters to the editor. Any help, 
big or small, will help SPA make a difference in 2024.

Thank you.

Michael Bayliss 
Communications Manager

Florence Blondel is the Content and Campaigns Specialist 
with Population Matters (PM).  Florence took some time off 
from her busy schedule to tell us more about PM.

 
SPA: Florence, tell us a little about yourself, including 
your role at Population Matters and your values and 
passions.

My role involves a diverse set of responsibilities, includ-
ing campaign development, content creation, stakehold-
er engagement, relationship building, representation, 
and support for various aspects of Population Matters' 
(PM’s) initiatives.

While I am passionate about various causes, my focus is 
particularly on issues such as menstruation, bodily au-
tonomy for girls and women, environmental well-being, 
and the transition in fertility levels (the decline from high 
fertility rates). Hailing from Uganda and being part of a 
large, polygamous family, I share a commonality with 
many in my country, contributing to the high fertility 

rates and one of the world's fastest population growth 
rates. While Uganda’s contribution to the climate crisis 
may not be substantial, we are rapidly depleting our 
natural resources. I am eager to witness a reduction in 
these rates and PM’s ‘small families’ campaign has been 
a favourite. 

 
SPA: Why is population sustainability and important is-
sues for Population Matters, and for you personally?

It’s for people and planet.  

A growing population puts increased pressure on the 
environment, increased greenhouse gas emissions and 
climate-related challenges. More people result in higher 
consumption levels, increased demand for resources, 
and greater waste generation. Additionally, natural habi-
tats are often compromised or lost leading to a decline in 
biodiversity. The increased demands for resources such 
as water, land, and energy puts strain on finite resources, 
leading to depletion and potential conflicts over access. 
PM advocates for strategies that promote sustainable 
population and emphasises the importance of achiev-
ing a balance between human needs and environmental 
sustainability to mitigate the impact on the planet. More 
importantly, PM advocates for voluntary, rights-based 
approaches that prioritise education, empowerment, 
and choice for girls and women. This matters personally 
to me as girls and women benefit a lot from a sustain-
able population which can only happen through the ap-
proaches we campaign for. These approaches support 
social/gender equality, health, and economic stability.

Sister organisation

https://nationalobserver.substack.com/p/environmentalism-and-immigration
https://population.org.au/spa-promotes-african-family-planning-activities-at-the-un-climate-change-conference-in-dubai/
https://population.org.au/donate/
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Sister organisation

SPA billboard in central Brisbane

SPA: PM is seen by many as standard bearers within the 
population sustainability movement, in terms of organ-
isation size, professionalism and outreach.  What do you 
believe PM ‘gets right’ with regard to messaging, cam-
paign success, etc.?

PM works with partners globally to achieve a sustainable 
human population through a voluntary, rights-based fram-
ing. That is one which prioritises education, empowerment, 
and choice for girls and women, for the greater good and 
wellbeing of people and planet. Many of our partners share 
the same commitment. In terms of what we get right, all 
the information we provide is grounded in factual evidence 
derived from scientific research and other fact-based stud-
ies. We also commission independent research and make 
dedicated efforts to translate this information into easily 
understandable content for diverse audiences, including 
policymakers, through our campaigns and communica-
tions. Our overarching message consistently revolves 
around the interconnectedness of population growth, pov-
erty, environmental impact, consumption, and women's 
rights. Recently, we featured a series highlighting some of 
our staff members, showcasing their passion and profes-
sionalism in addressing these critical issues.

 
SPA: Population groups are often criticised for prioritis-
ing population over consumption.  We observe that some 
of PM’s recent messaging is explicit in bridging this per-
ceived gap with a focus on consumption within richer 
countries.  How does PM addresses the usual criticisms 
on population?  

We see the need to address changing consumption hab-
its as vital. Our consumption campaign aims to disrupt the 
norm and stimulate critical reflection on the impact of our 
choices. By consistently addressing the insanity of over-
consumption, we strive to foster a culture of responsible 
consumer behaviour that resonates with a broader com-
mitment to environmental stewardship.

However, while a shift in our consumption patterns is cru-
cial, the challenge lies in the fact that the continued addi-
tion of consumers exacerbates the problems stemming 
from unsustainable practices. It is a reality that hundreds of 
millions of people are undeniably entitled to enhance their 
quality of life by consuming more as they transition out of 
poverty. In low and middle-income countries, consumption 
levels are on the rise with improvements in the standard 
of living. Unfortunately, the collective consequence of an 
increasing global population is a heightened strain on our 
natural resources.

It becomes especially crucial for those of us in affluent 
societies to adopt more sustainable lifestyles, both at the 
societal and individual levels. Simultaneously, preventing 
the addition of more consumers to the global population 
is another vital strategy to curtail our overall consumption. 
This stance is clearly articulated and emphasized on our 
Mythbusting page on the website. By acknowledging the 
interconnectedness of consumption, population growth, 
and environmental impact, we stand firm in advocating for 
a holistic approach to achieve a more sustainable and bal-
anced world.

SPA:  What have been some recent PM campaign high-
lights for you?  What can we anticipate from PM in 2024?

This year, our agenda is quite extensive. We are initiat-
ing discussions on population dynamics with partners in 
Nigeria which is generating further action which we’ll be 
reporting on soon.  This ‘Population Conversation’ is part 
of our ongoing global strategy – we're also discussing some 
promising projects with partners in India. Our participation 
in the 68th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68) 
and 57th session  of the Commission on Population and 
Development (CPD57) is imminent, and soon after, we will 
be actively involved in World Population Day events in July. 
The ongoing recognition of Change Champions through 
our awards on the day remains a pivotal aspect of our en-
deavors. Of utmost significance is the remarkable progress 
of our grassroots project, Empower to Plan, which contin-
ues to grow in influence and impact. We will advance the 
education of the public in issues relating to human popula-
tion worldwide & its impact on sustainability .

 
SPA:  Why do you believe it is important for like-minded 
organisations to collaborate? How can SPA members keep 
informed of PM campaign and be further involved and 
support PM, despite the geographical distance between 
UK and Australia?

In the current climate, the importance of collaboration is 
greater than ever, and we appreciate the fact that it is in-
tegral to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Rec-
ognising the sensitivity surrounding the population issue, 
often treated as taboo and misconstrued by a few who 
misunderstand or misrepresent it, there is a pressing need 
for collective action. Joining forces to share knowledge and 
skills, tackle prejudices and conduct research for instance, 
are essential steps to address and dispel misconceptions 
surrounding this critical matter. Members of SPA have 
the option to subscribe to our newsletters, and for those 
who are active on social media platforms, you can locate 
us across various channels. Your support in digitally shar-
ing our messages is greatly appreciated. We can all help 
to bend the population curve to UN low projection of 7.3 
billion people by 2100.

For more information about PM, see their website, https://pop-
ulationmatters.org/.  Florence was a past interviewee on our 
Post-Growth Australia Podcast. More information can be read 
at SPA’s ‘Diversity and Social Inclusion’ page  https://popula-
tion.org.au/about-population/diversity-and-social-inclusion/.

https://populationmatters.org/mythbusting/
https://populationmatters.org/news/2023/07/world-population-day-2023-change-champions/
https://populationmatters.org/empower-to-plan/
https://populationmatters.org/
https://populationmatters.org/
https://population.org.au/about-population/diversity-and-social-inclusion/
https://population.org.au/about-population/diversity-and-social-inclusion/
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Meet our members

Peter Strachan is one of our stel-
lar WA members, having been in-
volved in the population debate 
for many years.  Currently, he is 
making waves through his well-
read Twitter account. Not least, he 
will be the new national president 
of SPA following our AGM in April.

 
SPA: Peter, tell us a little about yourself.

I completed a BSc in Metallurgy and Geology at The 
University of Melbourne then travelled the Hippie Trail 
though Asia and on to Africa. I calculate that I have hitch-
hiked 62,000 kilometres during my travels, meeting and 
staying with people wherever I went.

I worked on copper mines in Zambia and Bougainville, 
interrupted by seven months running a restaurant in 
Dublin, before changing tack to become a stockbroker 
and corporate analyst in Melbourne. 

After four years working in the City of London, I found 
myself in Perth. For 17 years I managed a subscription-
based, independent analyst’s brief called StockAnalysis, 
which was run under my Australian Financial Services 
License. 

I worked with The Hunger Project and went on tour of 
Bangladesh with it in 2009. Previously served on the 
National Committee of SPA.  I am also a volunteer fire-
fighter.

 
SPA: Why is population sustainability an important is-
sue for you?

I became a part of the fabric of the regions through which 
I travelled in the 70s, meeting and observing people and 
cultures, but had always been aware of the concept of 
carrying capacity. I saw the most horrendous results of 
overpopulation when travelling in India, when its popu-
lation was half its current level, with scenes reminiscent 
of an Hieronymus Bosch nightmare.

In response to news that the then Pope had called for 
people to bake more bread when confronted by con-
cerns about human overpopulation, I submitted a letter 
that was published in The Economist in 1979 pointing out 
the error made by the Pontiff. My foreman in PNG, who 
was one generation removed from subsistence farming, 
held out hope when he told me that he would stop at 
two children because he wanted to educate them.

 
SPA: What are the specific issues affecting Perth and 
Western Australia, with regard to population growth?

In 1996, Perth’s population had just past one million. 
Now, with over 2.3 million the quality of life is declining 

as open spaces are infilled and giant towers arise in once 
leafy suburbs. Over that time, commuting times have 
doubled and the cost of building public infrastructure is 
crippling while access to services has declined dramati-
cally.

A recent 5.6-kilometre addition to the freeway north cost 
the taxpayer $36 million per kilometre, which will look 
like a bargain when the bills come in for projects that 
are now underway, all due to population pressures on 
roads, rail and water supply.

The Southwest of WA has dramatically dried over the 
past 20 years because of climate change and water is 
now over pumped from aquifers, topped up with desali-
nated ocean water.

 
SPA: How have you communicated and advocated for 
changes to population policy to date?  We see, for ex-
ample, that you are very active on Twitter.

I have been invited to speak on population issues on lo-
cal ABC radio programs, at Curtin University’s Institute of 
Public Affairs fora and given addresses at CEDA events, 
Women In Mining event and several resource conferenc-
es where population was a driving theme - all to great 
audience approval, judging by the feedback I received.

Most importantly, I stood for public office in two Federal 
elections and one State election representing the Stable 
Population Party and later Sustainable Australia.

 
SPA: What recent SPA campaigns or initiatives have 
struck a chord with you?

I like the quirky, catchy, simple message that hits home 
immediately. The simple messages that Martin Tye deliv-
ers do well, and most people really do understand car-
rying capacity. I have seen work by Population Matters 
and a New Zealand-based activist that also make clear 
sense. Sometimes we can bang-on about technicalities, 
but at the end of the day, if I say we must be smarter 
than Amoeba, the penny drops. 

 
SPA: Why should people join, support or volunteer for 
SPA?

We face a sickening biophysical environment, growing 
social and political turmoil and a stretched, debt-fuelled 
economic that will rapidly destroy the human civilisation 
that has evolved over the past 10,000 years, if nothing is 
done. 

If people want to leave a world that is fit for their great 
grandchildren to inhabit, they will need to advocate for 
change.  We can either shrug our shoulders, sit back and 
flick the lint out of our belly buttons while the situation 
deteriorates, or we can take a stand. How will we face 
our grandchildren in 20 years’ time if we do not act to-
day?

Peter Strachan

https://twitter.com/Peter_Strachan
https://thp.org/
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SPA News
NSW: The branch has had a relatively quiet time since we 
experienced several resignations from the committee, 
mainly because of illness.  I have continued to work on 
my book, Their Future is in Your Hands, and have received 
several reviews with feedback and suggestions.  Most of 
these improvements were incorporated over the holiday 
season.  Outstanding steps include reviewing proposed 
changes to our federal legislation by someone with rel-
evant legal experience.  If anyone has experience in this 
area and would like to help, please let me know.

I have continued to support the Centre for the Advance-
ment of a Steady State Economy (CASSE) as an active 
committee member.  CASSE also advocates for achieving 
an ecologically sustainable population.

Our 2024 AGM was on 27 January. We invite members 
to consider joining our NSW committee.  If you are inter-
ested, you are most welcome to attend our committee 
meetings. It may help determine if you want to join us. 
Give me a call on 0407 459 663 if you have any questions.

Graham Wood

 
WA: We have very little to report, other than we are 
awaiting the flyers and signage regarding the ‘Say No to 
Big Australia’ and the pens for our stalls at UWA Open 
Day and the Hyde Park Fair. I gave a talk to the Borro-
goon Probus group. We are trying to survive supercell 
storm, trees down on fences, power outages – all largely 
due to climate change - and lack of internet. 

Judith Odgaard

 
SA/NT: SPA SA/NT activities slowed down over the Christ-
mas/New Year period. Our President Stephen Morris has 
called the nine Environment Centres around Adelaide to 
offer talks and brochures and the response was positive. 

Two talks will happen in March. We have offered our 
talks to Probus groups but have not had a booking yet. 
Our President will present a talk to the Aldinga University 
of the Third Age (U3A) group in March. Stephen met with 
Alistair Currie, Head of Communications & Campaigns at 
Population Matters, in London on 8 January. We are now 
ready for market stalls with receipt of our teardrop ban-
ner and are looking for market opportunities. We have 
encouraged our members to make submissions to the 
survey for the SA Biodiversity Act. We have also been busy 
preparing for the national AGM to be held in Adelaide on 
20-21 April 2024.

Robyn Wood

 
VIC/TAS: The Victas branch, has been quiet over the new 
year period, however, early in February we will be meet-
ing with MSI (formerly Marie Stopes international) repre-
sentatives for a lunch for a way to work out how we can 
assist each other in the future.

MSI does great work for family planning and contracep-
tive access internationally as well as in Australia and if 
the SPA Victas branch can somehow, work together it 
would be a great collaboration.

We also hope to continue our work doing stalls and so-
cial events for SPA members and work out ways we can 
help get the message out.

Daniel Webby

 
QLD & ACT:  No reports this issue but SPA extends its 
condolences to Jane O’Sullivan, Queensland branch 
president, on the loss of her mother. 

NOTICE OF AGM
The Annual General Meeting of Sustainable Population Australia Inc. will be held on  
Saturday 20 April at 11am, following morning tea at 10.30am.

The venue is 

Regent Room 
Box Factory Community Centre 
59 Regent Street, Adelaide, SA.

 
Following lunch, there will be a public meeting at 2pm with speakers including Leith van Onselen 
of Macrobusiness. Members of the SA/NT branch are invited to join members of the national exec-
utive for dinner in the evening at a nearby restaurant. Details will be provided closer to the event.

There were no nominations for the 2024-5 national executive in excess of the number of positions 
to be filled so there is no need for a ballot. The following are therefore deemed to be elected and 
will take office at the time of the AGM:

President: Peter Strachan Vice-president: Peter Cook

Secretary: Sandra Kanck  Treasurer: Tony Matta

Committee: Jane O’Sullivan, Stephen Saunders, Alan Jones, Graham Clews.

Leith van Onselen, keynote 
speaker at the public 

meeting following the AGM 
on 20 April in Adelaide
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Under the International Refugee Convention of 1951, no 
signatory to the Convention shall expel or return a refugee 
in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories 
where his life or freedom would be threatened on account 
of his race, religion, nationality, membership of a particu-
lar social group or political opinion. Australia allows up to 
13,750 such refugees a year to remain here under its Hu-
manitarian Program. 

Now, 73 years later, another problem is evident, namely, 
that people are increasingly forced to leave their countries 
for environmental reasons, such as desertification or in-
undation, often related to climate change. People who are 
forced to flee due to environmental change are not offered 
the same legal protection as refugees. 

The incoming national executive will address this issue with 
the intent of formulating policy on 21 April at its first meet-
ing after the AGM. If you would like to provide input into 
this discussion, please contact the secretary Sandra Kanck 
on secretary@population.org.au in the coming weeks be-
fore the meeting.  

Climate change concerns influ-
ence people’s decisions to have 
fewer or no children, with new re-
search suggesting the reasons are 
more complex than uncertainty 
about the future.

The systematic review  pub-
lished  in  PLOS Climate  analysed 
13 studies involving more than 
10,000 participants – from the US, 
Canada, New Zealand, European 
and African countries. 

The study, led by University College London researcher 
Hope Dillarstone finds an association between stronger 
concern about the climate and the desire to have fewer, 
or no children, revealing the reasons extend beyond 
worries about how climate change might impact the 
lives of children.

Other factors include concerns about the ecological 
impact of having children, and fears of contributing to 
overpopulation and overconsumption. Some character-
ised their choice not to have children as part of a ‘climate 
strike’.

Two studies in Zambia and Ethiopia connected the de-
sire for fewer children with concerns about meeting sub-
sistence needs given declining agricultural output.

Dillarstone says: “Our analysis shows that not only are 
many people concerned about their child’s welfare 
growing up in a world of uncertainty, but that they are 

also considering the impact of having children on the 
environment, their family’s ability to subsist, and their 
politics.

“Understanding why some people choose to adjust their 
reproductive decisions as a result of climate change may 
prove instrumental for shaping public policy, showing a 
need for collaboration among policymakers to incorpo-
rate local-level environmental concerns within national 
and international climate change, mental health and 
sexual and reproductive health policies,” she says.

This article first appeared in Cosmos magazine on 10 No-
vember 2023. 

Environmental refugees

Australia’s population passes 27 million
SPA has called Australia’s passing the 27 million 
population milestone a matter of deep concern, 
rather than a cause for celebration.

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ 
(ABS’s) population clock, the milestone was passed 
at 3.45pm on Wednesday 24 January. It was helped 
along by a record 624,100 population increase in 
the past year, four-fifths of which was from net 
overseas migration.

In its media release, SPA national president Ms 
Jenny Goldie said the annual national growth was 
even more than the current population of Tasmania 
(572,800).

People concerned about climate change want fewer, or no children
Petra Stock

Petra Stock

Photo - Phys.org

mailto:secretary@population.org.au
https://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pclm.0000236
https://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pclm.0000236
https://cosmosmagazine.com/earth/climate/climate-change-no-children/#:~:text=The study%2C led by University,impact the lives of children.
https://population.org.au/media-releases/27-million-milestone-no-cause-for-celebration/
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About SPA
Website: www.population.org.au

The SPA newsletter is now published every three months: in 
February, May, August and November. Members are welcome 
to submit material to the editor, to be published at the edi-
tor’s discretion.

Newsletter editor: Jenny Goldie 
editor@population.org.au 
Letters to editor welcome but 300 words maximum and in 
electronic form!

Membership applications and renewals should be done via 
the SPA website or sent to the national office. General inqui-
ries should also go to the national office. 

SPA national office 

PO Box 85, Deakin West ACT 2600 
phone: 0434 962 305 
email: info@population.org.au 

SPA national office bearers

President: Jenny Goldie | 0401 921 453  
president@population.org.au

Vice-president: Peter Cook | vp@population.org.au

Secretary: Sandra Kanck | (08) 8336 4114  
secretary@population.org.au

Treasurer: Tony Matta | treasurer@population.org.au

Committee: Jane O’Sullivan | Alan Jones | Graham Clews 
 Stephen Saunders | Robyn Wood  |  John Coulter

Webmaster: Alex Geppert 
webmaster@population.org.au

Membership officer: Andrew Verlei 
membership@population.org.au 

Trustees of the Population Fund

Sandra Kanck | Tony Matta | Jenny Goldie 

Regional branches

NSW President: Graham Wood 
nsw@population.org.au

WA President: Judith Odgaard | 0477 002 821 
wa@population.org.au

VIC/TAS President:  
Graeme Dennerstein | (03) 9379 7777 
vic@population.org.au

ACT President: Colin Lyons 
act@population.org.au

QLD President: Jane O’Sullivan 
qld@population.org.au

SA/NT President: Stephen Morris 
sa@population.org.au 

Disclaimer

While every effort has been made to ensure the reliability of 
the information contained in this newsletter, the opinions ex-
pressed are those of the various authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of either SPA or the editor.

For this fragile continent, we suggest, here’s a better migra-
tion metric: Migration being by far our main population builder, 
pare it back to 0.3% of population annually. 

That would be around 75,000 – near the historical average. 

By contrast, Albanese-style migration approaches 2% of pop-
ulation. Crazy. Among major nations, “liberal” Canada is the 
only comparable social experiment. Also the country, with 
similar extremes of housing crisis. 

In the OECD bloc, we note, population growth itself is less than 
0.5%. 

Even pre-COVID, when Australia’s population growth itself was 
“only” about 1.5%, catching up on urban planning and infra-
structure was a pious hope. More so, under Huge Australia. 

That means, shameless transit schemozzles, like Melbourne’s 
Suburban Rail Loop or Sydney’s Rozelle Interchange, will con-
tinue to be Situation Normal.  

“Unaffordable housing has a political cause and a political 
solution,” concludes Kohler, “but victims don’t have enough 
political clout to make it happen.” Zero clout, we’d add, when 
it comes to immigration.

“Serious government intervention” is required, to make hous-
ing affordable “compared to incomes”. Copy that. 

Rather than augmenting the accumulated “room full” of hous-
ing inquiries, “we just need a task force drawn from the Trea-

sury and the housing department,” claims Kohler.  

That’s doubtful. The housing crisis is directly of Treasury’s 
making - both through tax policy and immigration settings. On 
both counts, they continue to put ideology above evidence. 

On housing, Treasury’s May 2023 response is to shower de-
velopers with billions of borrowed money via the Housing 
Australia Future Fund, with nothing for new public housing, 
while tax concessions remain sacred, and foreign buyers are 
welcomed with open arms. 

For population, Treasurer Chalmers estimated a massive 
715,000 net-migration over 2022-24, throwing aside the 
470,000 he’d published in October 2022. 

December 2023, his Centre for Population upped this yet 
again, to 885,000. No wonder he claims net migration is not a 
target, not something the government controls.

His population (and housing) policies have no informed ratio-
nale. They lack voter consent. 

Over the past 25 years, cynical politicians (plus a Treasury 
captured by vested interests) have embedded housing unaf-
fordability. 

Only exceptional leadership can rescue us. There are no signs 
of that, any time soon.

Stephen Saunders and Jane O’Sullivan are members of the SPA’s 
national executive.
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